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Every day poor discouraged friendless men 
come to St. Christopher's Inn hungry, footsore, 
and weary. We do what we can to take care 
of their needs and help them back on their 
feet. Last year we sheltered over 5,000 dif- 
ferent men at St. Christopher's Inn and served 
them over 150,000 meals. At present, with 
our newly completed addition, St. Christo- 
pher’s Inn can house 200 men. 


Your Meal Bond will enable us to continue 
this good work. 

Each Meal Bond entitles you to a remem- 
brance in the prayers and good works of the 








Graymoor Friars and of the men who come to 
us for aid. In addition, for each Meal Bond 
donated, the Friars will arrange a set of 
Gregorian Masses to be said either for you 
after you die, or for someone else after he or 
she dies, or immediately for someone who is 
already deceased. This set of Gregorian 
Masses is our thanks to you for helping us in 
performing the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

If you would like to know more about 
St. Christopher's Inn, what it is, how it began 
and what it does, we will be only too glad 
to send you a brochure. 
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This Month 
A Blessed Christmas 


From the Father General down 
through every member of the Com- 
munity at Graymoor to the youngest 
Postulant, from the men at St. 
Christopher’s Inn, from the Superior 
and Rector of each of our houses of 
formation, the Preparatory Seminary 
at Montour Falls, the Novitiate at 
Valley Falls, R.I., the Major Semin- 
arv at Washington, D.C., from the 
Pastors and the Assistants on our 
missions at home and abroad, in a 
word from every member and asso- 
ciate of the Friars of the Atonement 
come our best wishes and cordial 
greetings for a very, verv happy 
Christmas to each and every one of 
vou. 

In gratitude for all that you have 
done for us we shall keep you in 
our pravers and beg the Christ 
Child, Whose feast we celebrate, to 
bestow on you and vour families 
countless blessings and graces. 
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First Steps 

As St. Paul says, Christ was like 
to us in everything except sin. After 
the miracle of His Virgin birth, Our 
Blessed Lord seemed to be the same 
as everv other baby who was born 
in Bethlehem around His time. He 
smiled, and gurgled, and waved His 
little arms when St. Joseph poked 
Him with a playful finger. He cried 
when He was hungry, or uncom- 
tortable. He was soothed and com- 
forted in Mary’s arms and fell asleep, 
as she gentlv rocked Him while she 
sang the lovely lullabies of her 
people. 

As weeks and months went by, 
His arms and legs strengthened. 
Like every other normal baby born 
before and since, the Baby Christ 
began to crawl around the floor, and 
haul himself upright on the legs of 
chairs and tables. Then, as every 
other mother does, Mary held Him 
under the arms and little by little 
taught Him to place one foot in 
front of the other. It was a long, 
slow process and often, as He tod- 
dled around the room, Jesus would 
lose His balance and sit down hard 
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OUR COVER: The First Steps of Christ 
by Philip Veit 





with a dazed and puzzled expression 
on His little face. More than once 
during these early years He skinned 
His knee and bumped His head. 

It might seem strange that Christ 
suffered the pain that is our common 
human lot. But it was all part of 
God's plan for our redemption, and, 
obedient to the will of His Eternal 
Father, Christ cooperated in the plan 
so that we might be saved. 
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Glory to God 

Just 25 years ago our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XI, opened the Vatican 
City Radio Station with a worldwide 
plea for peace which began “To 
God let our first words be ‘Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth 
peace to men of good will.” 

This same message has been re- 
peated year after year, particularly 
at Christmastime, by our present 
Holy Father. Undoubtedly, _ this 
Christmas, we will again hear the 
same plea from the lips of Pope 
Pius XII now gloriously reigning. 
We all join our prayers with his 
that this peace we seek may soon 
be forthcoming. 
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Christmas Cards 

According to word from the 
Greeting Card Manufacturers, Amer- 
icans will be exchanging about two 
billion Christmas cards this vear. 
That’s an awful lot of cards. 

But more interesting is the fact 
that though formerly only about 5% 
of the Christmas Cards manufac- 
tured were religious, it is estimated 
that this year about 25% will treat 
sacred themes. 








Every Tuesday 
A NEW 


St. Anthony 
NOVENA 





Finder of things lost 
Worker of miracles 
Helper in necessities 


Ever since his canonization St. 


Anthony has been a favorite 
saint of millions. His interest 
in man and his prompt help 
have made him loved by all. 


Every day we receive many 
petitions to be included in our 
perpotual novena. Many 
letters of thanksgiving for 
favors are received every day. 


Why not invoke 
SAINT ANTHONY 
in your need 
A NEW NOVENA BEGINS EVERY TUESDAY 
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Health Improved 

Dear Father: I promised St. Anthony and 
the Blessed Mother a donation and pub- 
lication in THe Lamp if my health would 
improve. Thank God and His Holy 
Mother and all His Saints my health is 
much better. 

Enclosed is a check which I promised 
and I hope St. Anthony will keep on 
helping me. You can use this check for 
whatever you see fit. Mrs. II.H.S. 


Onyx 

Dear Father: Please accept the enclosed 
check in gratitude for favors received 
through the wonderful intercession of 
St. Anthony. 

rhe details of one incident T must tell 
vou, 

We were at the seashore and whil 
doing stunts with the youngsters in the 
party T lost my onyx ring. It was not 
until I left the water and was on the 
beach that I discovered my loss. B« 
cause of the great activity in the area 
where I thought I had dropp «dl the 
ring, and the depth of the water, I 
thought I would never see the ring 
again. The youngsters persisted in look- 
ing for it, and I said a prayer to St. 
Anthony, promising a donation of five 
dollars if the ring was found. Great was 
my surprise and gratitude when the 
searchers shricked with joy as one of the 
youngsters came up out of the water 
with the ring in his hand. It was lying on 
the bottom in water between three and 
four feet deep. Many thanks to St. 
Anthony! CHT. 


Baby’s Eyes 

Dear Father: I have promised our 
Blessed Mother I would have this pub- 
lished, if granted, and would also send 
$10.00 to be used in her honor. 

The favor granted was the straighten- 
ing out of one of our baby daughter's 
eyes, so that now she is able to coordin- 
ate her eyes very well. 

I think you are doing great work in 
helping souls back on the right path. 
May God bless you. Mrs. P.E. 


Outboard Motor 

Dear Father: Enclosed is a donation for 
St. Anthony’s poor for a favor granted 
me. 

Recently I was fishing in Long Island 
Sound with three of my cousins when 
our outboard motor went overboard 
and sank out of sight in over 12 feet of 
water, We devised a crude rake using a 
seven-foot length of pipe to drag the 
sea bottom. For three solid days we 
dragged and scraped the area where 
we thought the motor had gone down. 
Towards the close of the third day we 
were just getting ready to return to 
shore when I remembered St. Anthony 
as the finder of lost articles. I quickly 


2- The Lamp - Har ALL MAY BE ONE 





said a prayer to him, promising him a 
donation if he would help us. Withir 
one minute our rake violently struck 
Son thing solid, which proved to he our 


inissing motor. We attached a rope to 
it, pulled it out of the water, and brought 
it back to land It has sin been 
cleaned and oiled and Is now working 
as well as ever. R.B 
Burse 

Dear Father: Enclosed is an offering of 


thirty dollars toward the St. Anthon 
Burse. | wish to publicly thank St. Anth 


ony for the many favors L have obtained 
through his intercession, especially the 
recovery of a valuable receipt A.M 
St. Joseph 


Dear Father 


Enclosed find $2.00. in 
thanksgiving to St. Joseph for granting 
( 


me employment. I promis d to send 
$2.00 from my first pay and to ask yor 
to publish this in THe Lamp T.D.P 


Driver's License 
Dear Feather: Enclosed is $5.00 for 
favor granted to me by the help of St 
Anthony 

Learning to drive a car wasn’t casy 
for me, but thanks to St. Anthony I was 
able to obtain my license within thre« 
months Mrs. E.T 


Old Friend 

Dear Father: For some time T have been 
wanting to write this letter but it seems 
like however I word it, it just doesn’t 
do St. Anthony cnough justice 

Ever since childhood T have called 
upon St. Anthony for help many many 
times. In fact ever since the good Sisters 
and my Mother used to tell us when we 
would lose something to pray to St 
Anthony, he would help us find it. And 
so I did time and again as I was very 
prone to losing things. Always he came 
through helping me find a mitten, purse, 
book, until I used to think he would 
surely become disgusted with me. 

So down through the years I devel- 
oped a great confidence and love tor 
him. As now I am married with thre 
lovely children and a wonderful hus- 
band, all of whom I prayed to St. 
Anthony for. I have continually called 
upon him for many many things, figur- 
ing if he were so powerful with Our 
Lord he could surely pray to Him and 
obtain other than lost articles. His inter- 
cession, I'm sure, has brought us many 
of these things I thought were hopeless. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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THE NEXT POPE 


HE story is told that when a certain plan was 

proposed during one of their conferences 

during World War II, President Roosevelt ex- 

pressed a certain amount of doubt and hesita- 
tion concerning its propriety by asking Premier Stalin 
of Russia, “But what will Pope Pius think of it?” The 
Dictator brushed the implied objection aside with 
the cynical rejoinder, “Just how many military divi- 
sions does the Pope have?” 

Of course it’s quite true that the Pope doesn’t 
have any military divisions to throw into the field, 
but. despite Stalin’s contrary opinion, military divi- 
sions aren't the only force that can sway, or influence, 
or even change the history of the world. There is 
the force of moral persuasion or, if you will, the 
power of world public opinion, that even more than 
tanks or bombs or guns can, and does in time brint 
ruthless dictators, wicked governments, and evil 
policies to their destruction. And this spiritual and 
moral power the Pope, the Vicar of Christ on earth, 
the visible Head of the Church, holds to an extent 
that hasn't been equalled for centuries in his frail 
hands. 

It is not merely his own 400 million Catholic sub- 
jects but also non-Catholic and non-Christian people 
of every clime, race and creed who look to him for 
direction and accept his pronouncements in the 
frightening crises of our times. He alone in the 
world, the temporal ruler of the tiny Vatican State, 
standing above nations and subject to none, com- 
mands the attention and respect of all. His spiritual 
and moral power is unmatched. Even the Church’s 
enemies recognize it and fear it and hate it. 


ry tar is why the head of every civilized govern- 
l nent would like to have the Holy Father on his 
side in any international disagreement or dispute. 
That is why Kings and Emperors of old tried to in- 
fluence papal elections. That is why Hitler took great 
pains to let it be known that the election of the pres- 
ent Holy Father would be offensive to him. 

That is also why one encounters so much specula- 
tion concerning who will be the Pope’s successor 
when the present Holy Father dies. Since the per- 
sonality, ability, attitude, actions and pronounce- 
ments of the newly elected Pope will be of immeasur- 
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able influence in world affairs, everyone is interested 
because everyone’s life will be affected in one way or 
another by what he savs and does. 

We have had many examples of this in the secular 
press. For instance some months ago there appeared 
in Harper's Magazine an article with the same titk 
as this editorial, The Next Pope. It is interesting and 
worthy of consideration because its author, Luigi 
Barzini, is a leading Italian journalist with close 
Vatican connections. After discussing the general 
needs of the Church and of the age and after men- 
tioning the names of a few Cardinals whom he con- 
siders papabili (i.e., men of Papal timbre), among 
whom is our great and good friend Cardinal Agagian- 
ian, and providing for a number of imponderable 
factors that must be reckoned with he concludes: 


r we follow the Vatican rule of thumb... this is 
| the way things will probably turn out: the next 
Pope will, in all probability, still be an Italian, a 
saintly old Cardinal, with a rich experience in the 
administration of parishes, dioceses, archdioceses 
the Vatican itself, and of the many organizations de- 
pending from them; a man in touch with the common 
people but never connected with definite and in- 
transigent political views.” 

In other words, nobody knows because nobody 
can foresee the future needs of the Church and the 
werld. But God can, and does, foresee these future 
needs and knows just which candidate will best ful- 
Fill them. 

Every one of the Cardinals who will attend the 
conclave is a man of keen intelligence, broad ex 
perience, of mature and sound judgment. On the 
basis of their human intelligence and prudence 
alone we can be sure that the Cardinals would elect 
an outstanding man to fill the greatest office in the 
world. But the Cardinals will not depend upon their 
human intelligence and prudence alone. They them- 
selves will pray, and the whole Mystical Body of 
Christ will pray with them, for the guidance of God. 
God will give that guidance, informing their human 
prudence and intelligence with divine inspiration. 
He will do it because he has promised so. “Behold I 
am with you all days even till the consummation of 
the world.” T 
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We commend to the prayers of our readers 

the souls of the faithful departed, and 

particularly the deceased subscribers and 

their near relatives whose deaths have 

been reported to us. Thirty Masses will 
be said for them. 


Hilton Fergurson, Louis L. Danen- 
hauer, Leonard P. Johnson, George 
Dunn, Walter M. Collaton, Nellie 
Bannon, Mary Boissoneau, Walter 
James Collins, Harvey L. Wilson, 
Sister Rose Marie Kane, Sister 
M. Luis Higgins, Adella Lamb, 
Elizabeth Ford, Donat Laporte, 
Norman E. Dooner, Mrs. E. B. 
Renniek, Anna Mairey, Mary Dau- 
phin, Rose Grossfeld, Charlotte 
Grossfeld, Bernier Family, Anna 
Martin, Catherine Powers, William 
Rupiper, Clara Adamson, Michael 
McGillicuddy, George Thibeault, 
Louis Thibeault, Mrs. Frank Stead- 
man, Mrs. Charles Hale, Mr. & 
Mrs. Edward Burns, Rita Hale, 
Albert Schneider, Sr., Mary Ann 
Papa, Mary Dunne, Frank Millazzo, 
Corinda Ponticorns, John Kennedy, 
Norene Stanton, Frank Yaccino, 
Nora Butler, Charles Dube, Emile 
Dube, Charles Vigue, Lea Perry, 
William Joseph Thomas, Mr. E. J. 
Schmitt, Athaline Matthews, Lila 
Bryant, Nicholas Klein, Harry A. 
Bannon, Christian Murl, Anthony 
Lewandowski, Sister M. Bertrand 
Tierney, Charles Herman, John N. 
Hemmer, James McKeon, Miss 
Lyda McKeon, Walter McKeon, 
Christopher O’Shea, Orias Laporte, 
James J. Burke, Henry Weber, 
Nell Weber, Cecil Kraus, Hurney 
Family, Jenny Kneiling, Bridget 
Lyne, Harry Powers, Mrs. Char- 
lotte Sullivan, Mrs. Mabel Frush, 
Miss Alexandra Reyes, Norman 
Long, Albania Gagnon, Charles 
Hale III, Loretta Hale, Paul Gan- 
non, Albert Schneider, Jr., John 
Dunne, Rose Castaldo, Angelina 
Carlucci, Rose Amore, Edward 
Feddeler, Patrick Stanton, Ben- 
jamin Morrison, Frank Katowski, 
Joe Lebel, John Engerski, Fred 
Vigue, George Vigue. 
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Such as buying our home, also our 
little son whom I wanted so badly after 
our two lovely girls. 

Always St. Anthony has seemed to be 
able to come through. After all these 
years of seeking his aid I was tickled 
pink to find THe Lamp and some 
little way of praising St. Anthony. 

Mrs. R.D. 


House Found 
Dear Father: Due to crowded condi- 
tions here it is almost impossible to find 
a house small enough for two people, not 
too expensive, and near the church. We 
had been “existing” in apartments for 
years, and my mother longed fervently 
for a house again. She promised St. 
Anthony a donation if her prayers were 
answered and dear St. Anthony (and the 
Infant Jesus) really came through! The 
house is only a few steps from church, 
and there is a yard in which to grow 
flowers for the altar. St. Anthony has 
always seemed especially near, but we 
are particularly grateful for this favor 
and would deeply appreciate your print- 
ing this letter. 

May Almighty God grant you His 
richest blessings in your magnificent 
work. Miss P.G. 


Favor Granted 
Dear Father: About six months ago I 
started novenas to St. Jude and St. Ann. 
Later on I made one to St. Anthony 
and Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal. 
This favor I was asking was a very 
important turn in my life. Even while 
I was praying I despaired at times. I 
thought I might be punished for de- 
spairing but I guess God understands us a 
lot more than we think and I found out 
there is no end to His mercy. I shall 
give thanks every day of my life for 
this great favor and I want to thank you 
for all your prayers. Mrs. C.F. 


Rosary 
Dear Father: Recently I mislaid my 
rosary which has been in our family 
for over fifty years, passed from my 
grandmother to myself. Through St. 
Anthony I have found my rosary and 
wish to have this published in THe 
Lamp which I find such a joy to read. 
Mrs. V.F. 


Baby Walks 

Dear Father: I made a promise to send 
$5.00 to St. Anthony if my baby would 
walk like any little boy or girl. You see 
when she was born her left hip was 
higher than her right and when she 
started to walk she would walk with a 
limp. So she had to wear a splint for 6 
months. She is fine now and is starting 
to walk normally. I am keeping my 
promise to St. Anthony and I hope that 


my small donation will help some child 
that needs help. I enjoy the Catholic 
Lamp very much. Mrs. S.T. 


Prayer Answered 

Dear Father: Enclosed is a donation 
that I promised to the Infant of Prague, 
Our Blessed Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal, and St. Anthony if they would 
help my daughter to find a good job 
I thank God my prayers were answered 
and my daughter now has a good posi- 
tion. I would like other people to know 
of the power of prayer, so would you 
please publish my letter in Tue Lamp 
if you have room for it. I have learned 
that daily prayer helps me in my work 
as well as in time of trouble, and I 
promise to continue to pray morning 
and night and to thank the Good Lord 
Mrs. H.N 


for our many blessings. 


Suitcase 


Dear Father: A little over a month ago 
while going to California to visit my 
sisters my suitcase was lost by the com- 
pany on whos« bus I was travelling I 
promised at that time that if the suitcase 
was found that I would send you an 
offering to St. Anthony and also pub- 
licize the fact. BP. 


Employment Bureau 

Dear Father: This summer I wanted a 
job very much but it seemed impossible 
due to my not having any experience 
and also that I haven’t graduated yet. I 
was about to give up when I decided to 
pray to St. Anthony as he has helped 
my family many times. I promised St. 
Anthony this contribution in thanksgiv- 
ing if he could help me get a job. I did 
get a very good job and I know I owe 
all thanks to St. Anthony and his won- 
derful work. 

I would appreciate it very much if this 
letter could be published in Tue Lamp 
so other teen-agers who seem to have 
trouble getting jobs will know St. Anth- 
ony is a very wonderful “job-hunting 
partner.” A Teen-ager 


Car Keys Found 

Dear Father: Some time ago I thought 
I had lost my car keys. I searched the 
house, basement and back yard, even a 
search in all my pockets and purses and 
still no luck. Finally I prayed to St. 
Anthony to help me find the keys. 

That afternoon while I was doing 
some ironing it came to me to look in 
my husband’s coat pocket. Why in his 
coat pocket I'll never know. Sure enough, 
there they were. 

When I prayed to St. Anthony I 
promised there would be a letter sent 
to you for this favor granted. Would 
you please publish this in your wonder- 
ful Lamp. Mrs. J.S. 





If you have promised publication and your letter does not appear, do not become upset or worried. 
You keep your promise once you send us the letter and give us permission to publish it. 
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Blessed are the Dead who die in the 
Lord ...that they may rest from their 
labors. For their works follow them 


: 





GRAYMOOR 


uratorial Society 


An ideal way in which to help your beiowed dead is by 
enrolling them in the Graymoor Purgatorial Society. 
The living may also be enrolled and participate in the 
spiritual benefits during life and after death. These 
benefits are: Remembrance in 6,000 masses offered 
yearly for the Purgatorial members and a remembrance 
in 30,000 other masses, also in the prayers and the 
spiritual work of the Friars 





PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. Graymoor, Garrison, New York Full payment $_ Partial payment $ 




















| Dear Father: Enclosed please find enrollment as I have indicated below: 
| ——s — Living ss — ee 
| Single membership $5.00 Deceased Family membership—Living and Deceased—$25.00 
Send to. Enrolled by 
| Street Street. 
City. Zone i inaiiniscnieemscnniatns City. Zone_______ State 
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A completed Burse of Five Thousand Dollars 
insures the education of a Graymoor Friar 
and enables him to reach his goal—the Altar 


LHimcompleted 
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ST. FRANCIS 
AND ‘THE CHRIST CHILD 


by EILEEN L. LUHRS 


EVOTION to the Christ Child is found in the 
early days of the Infant Church. For in the 
year of 330 A.D. the Emperor Constantine 
had a basilica built in that holiest of holy 

spots. Justinian in 527 A.D. added and modified the 
edifice that Constantine built, and it looks today 
pretty much as it did in Justinian’s time. And thus, 
was preserved for all eternity the spot on which “The 
Word was made Flesh.” 

And pilgrims have flocked from all over the 
world to visit and kiss the spot where He lay clois- 
tered in swaddling bonds. These are the gentiles 
who were led by the Magi to Bethlehem, and once 
having seen Him, they take Him to their hearts and 
become lost in the Heart of Infinite Love. 

Men from those earliest davs have tried to catch, 
with oils, water colors, pastels, charcoal. and _ all 
kinds of painting compounds, on brick walls. on 
cement, on canvas, on drawing paper. just how they 
must have appeared to the shepherds on that first 
Christmas Night. Many of those early pictures are 
crude looking by our 20th century standards, but in 
spite of it, you cannot help but notice the Serenity, 
the Sanctity and the inner radiance that they all 
somehow project. The Infant is so delicately formed. 
gazing on the world in which He knows what His 
own destiny will be. Mary, so young, vet so maternal 


See inside back cover for details 


gazing down on Her Child Who knows He will ful- 
fill every word of the prophesies, right down to the 
last bitter dreg. And St. Joseph, a little in the 
shadows as it were. giving the picture a sense of 
strength and realism. He too, gazes at the Child and 
conveys to all that he is fully aware of his responsi- 
bilities as the Foster Father of the Child. These Three 
all know their roles in the Salvation of mankind and 
all are ready to take their part. 

The earliest known picture of Bethlehem was 
found painted on the walls of a burial chamber in 
the catacomb of St. Sebastian. The Roman, Christian 
family, whose tomb it adorned, died in the year 381. 
Sensitive and artistic men are always drawn like a 
magnet to the Holy Family. A father end a mother 
engrossed in their first child is always a touching 
and heart-warming scene, but when that child is the 
Son of God. His Mother, The Virgin Mary, Lily of 
Israel, and the father is the virgin St. Joseph, the 
scene almost demands that the artist draw it as the 
crowning point of his artistic career. 

Most of these paintings are to be found on the 
walls of churches. in monasteries and convents, un- 
seen by most of the world. But in the year 1223 the 
pictures came to life at the request of St. Francis 
Assisi, who had the first outdoor crib erected in 
the wooded hills, not far (Cont. on page 22 
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VERY beautiful story of World War I is told 
by Sir Harry Lauder. One evening towards 
the end of the conflict he was strolling 
along a street in the company of a father 

and son. The little one made it his happy business to 
point out the stars on the service flags which were 
hung in the windows of homes that had given a 
soldier for the defence of his country. “Look, father,” 
he would announce proudly, “there is a home that has 
given a son.” Then another. And another. 

Suddenly the youngster caught sight of one lone 
star in the darkening sky. “Look, father,” he piped 
with unusual solemnity, od too must have given 
a son, for there is a star in His window.” 

Wisdom had spoken through the lips of that boy. 
For when God the Father gave us His Son for our 
salvation, He put a star in His window. That mys- 
terious beacon brought the Magi from the distant 
Orient and guided them to the feet of the Infant 
Savior. “We have seen His star in the East,” they 
explained to inquiring Jews, “and have come to 
worship Him.” 

Have you ever wondered about that star? Millions 
have done likewise. Truth to tell, modern astronom- 
ical research has collected an amazing sum total of 
knowledge concerning stars in general. It tells us 
that there are 100,000,000,000 of them in the Milky 
Way galaxy; that the star nearest the sun is actually 
25,000,000,000,000 miles away from it; that Sirius, 
the dog star in the constellation Canis Major, has a 
temperature of 20,000° Fahrenheit. A scorcher in- 
deed, and aptly named, since “Sirius” comes from a 
Greek word meaning “scorching.” Astrezomical sav- 
ants will have us know that on July 2, 1954 Mars ap- 
proached to within 39,740,000 miles of the earth. And 
these men of “starry distinction” can make an arti- 
ficial meteor trail (shooting star lane) in the heavens 
by spraying sodium from a man-made satellite. 


B tT the start that led the Magi through trackless 
deserts and pointed like a glowing arrow directly 


above the dwelling of the Holy Family is still baffling 
astronomers. They have wrinkled their brows and 
racked their brains over it for the last 19 centuries 
and more. Despite all the methodical research of 
the intervening years, nothing has ever been found 
to establish once for all the positive identity of the 
Star of Bethlehem. 

It has been sheer guesswork all along. Various 
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interesting but rather wild surmises have been made 
from time to time, yet everyone of them has toppled 
like a castle of cards in the face of scientific or his- 
torical evidence. With the return of the blessed an- 
niversaries of Christmas and Epiphany or manifesta- 
tion of Christ, a brief synopsis of these theories about 
the miraculous star should prove both interesting and 
informative. 

According to one popular idea, the star in ques- 
tion was not just a single heavenly luminary, but a 
triangle formed by the reunion of the three planets 
Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn. A similar meeting does 
occur once in every 800 years in the constellation of 
the Pisces, as every astronomer knows. Furthermore, 
by tracing the path of these three back through 
the centuries, it has been verified that a planetary 
get-together of the kind took place between 5 B.C. 
and 5 A.D. 


as the flashback established anything definitively? 

The answer is no. In theological circles it is 
generally held that the Magi were members of a 
learned and priestly caste. Tradition has it that they 
were astronomers as well, men who studied the mys- 
teries of the heavens even as today’s experts seek to 
probe the mystery of the atom. But if Melchior, 
Casper, and Balthasar were star-students, is it not 
logical to suppose that they could tell a star from a 
planet? They said they had seen a star. Not a syllable 
about a planet. 

A second early theory suggested that the Star 
of Bethlehem was none other than Venus itself, 
which makes its appearance in the morning sky 
every ten months and is ten times brighter than the 
most brilliant star. Here again we are up against it 
if we try to prove anything. The peoples of the East- 
ern world have long known Venus. Among the 
ancients it was designated as Phosphorus and Hes- 
perus, the morning and evening star. To the Magi, 
therefore, who knew the movements of the planets, 
there could have been nothing extraordinary about 
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this bright object if it were, as some like to think, 
the familiar Venus. The Wise Men would hardly 
have felt the urge and inspiration to set forth in 
search of a Messias. 

Yet set forth they did. There must have been a 
greater star than Venus to “magnetize” them to the 


Holv Land! 


YriLt in the realm of planets, may it be assumed 
that the guiding star was a conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn? Sixteenth-century German astronomer 
Johann Kepler was pretty positive about this. In this 
connection T. G. Crippen writes in his Christmas and 
Christmas Lore: “There is indeed no necessity to 
understand this (Star in the East) as denoting either 
a new star or such a conjunction of two or more 
stars as would make them seem to coalesce; or a mere 
atmospheric meteor. The most likely meaning of “His 
star’ is some such celestial phenomenon as, inter- 
preted by astrological rules, would indicate the birth 
in Judea of someone destined to greatness.” 

Then the writer goes straight to Kepler’s point: 
“Now there was remarkable conjunction of two 
planets in May, again in October, and yet again in 
November A.U.C. 747 [ANNO URBIS CONDITAE 747—the 
747th year from the founding of the city (Rome) ], 
which astrologers would certainly think portended 
some great thing about to happen.” 


| em studies, however, have shown that Jupiter and 
4 Saturn did not get very close to each other on 
that occasion. Also, the Biblical account gives us to 
understand that the mysterious star was visible for 
weeks, maybe months. Let’s face it. A journey on 
camel-back from Persia to Palestine was anything but 
a week-end excursion. The distance was between 
1000 and 1200 miles; and any dromedary worth his 
single hump knows that his top speed is only nine or 
ten miles per hour. Now, it is a known fact that the 
conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn could have lasted 
only a few hours at most. (Cont. on page 28) 


When He gave us His Son God the Father put a star in His 


window. Have you ever wondered just how that star came to be? 
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martyrdom is usually the re- 
! 


ward of a good life. Most martyrs die for 
Christ because they loved Him long and 
served Him faithfully. So it was with the first 
martyr of the Propaganda (Congregation for the 
Propagation of the Faith) established by Pope Greg- 
ory XV in the 17th century. His name is St. Fidelis 
of Sigmaringen, a member of the Capuchin Order. 
His life as a friar was not long, only ten years. Judged 
by modern standards his was a belated vocation, for 
Fidelis was ordained at the age of 35 and permitted 
to exercise the ministry at the age of 40. But he 
scaled the heights of holiness quickly and died a 
martyr’s death through his love for the Church and 
zeal for souls. Since he died precisely because ot 
the Church’s position as the one body established by 
Christ he may be truly called a Martyr for Unity 
Our saint was born in Sigmaringen, a town in 
Prussia, on October 1, 1577. His father was a man ot 
some means who owned a local inn, called The 
Eagie, and served as magistrate and burgomaster. 
The family name was Rey, but when Johann, the 
father, came from Antwerp in 1530, the Swabians 
changed it to Roy. His mother’s name was Genevieve 
Rosenberger, the member of an aristocratic family 
from Tuebingen. She almost died when her child 
was born and she whispered to the attendants: 
“Don’t spare me—only save the child.” But both 
lived and the mother was to exercise a noble influ- 
ence upon her son. She was a very devout woman 
who imparted this characteristic into the heart of 
the future saint. 


VHE boy was the fifth of six children and received 
the name of Mark at baptism. He went to the cus- 
tomary elementary school and then completed his 
secondary education with the Jesuits in southern 
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Germany. In July, 1596 his father died and_ his 
mother remarried and moved from Sigmaringen. 

Mark and his younger brother, George, were 
placed under the care of the burgomaster and town 
clerk of Sigmaringen. ‘At the age of 21 Mark enrolled 
at the University of Fribourg in Breisgau, which had 
retained its Catholic character despite the inroads 
of Protestantism in other parts of Europe. At this 
time he felt the call to holiness, if not to the cloister. 
“In all study, travels, and engagements,” he wrote in 
his Testament, “I have perceived a special, interior, 
indubitable divine admonition to apply myself as 
well as possible, with deliberation and spirit to take 
to heart and contemplate the one Truth, since we 
men, especially we Christians, are obliged always to 
serve God alone and to love Him with our whole 
heart and all our strength.” 


E did remarkably well in his studies and in 1601 
H received his doctorate in philosophy. He was in 
demand as tutor to some of the noted Swabian fam- 
ilies and with this position travelled extensively in 
France, Spain, Germany, and Italy. All the while 
his life was one of deep piety. He usually arose at 
four o'clock, attended daily Mass if possible, recited 
the Rosary and Our Lady's Office every day, and 
fasted on Saturdays in her honor. These nine years 
were well spent, for he became well disciplined in 
the school of holiness. 

In 1610 Mark returned to the University and won 
his doctor's degree in civil and canon law with great 
distinction. The rector of the University regarded 
him as the outstanding authority in juridical matters. 
After graduation Mark practiced law for a year, but 
the corruption of the courts and the lawyers turned 
him from this profession and he resolved to seek his 
vocation in the service of Christ. His younger brother 
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Since St. Fidelis, the first martyr of the Propaganda 
died as a witness to the truth of the unique position 


of the Church he may truly be called a Martyr for Unity 
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George had entered the Capuchin Order and became 
Fr. Apollinaris. 

Mark, too, was attracted to the Capuchin friars 
whose apostolic life seemed to reflect his own aspira- 
tions. “I acquainted myself with all the reformed 
Orders,” he wrote in his Testament, “but I found that 
none appealed to me so much as the seraphic Order 
of the Capuchins.” But his request for admission to 
the provincial was not immediately answered. In- 
stead he was advised to be ordained first and then 
apply for entrance into the order. 


nN September, 1612 Mark received all the minor 
| and major orders and was ordained to the holy 
priesthood in the private chapel of the Bishop of 
Constance, Jacob Muergel. After his first Mass on 
the feast of St. Francis, (October 4) he received the 
Capuchin habit from Fr. Angelus Visconti of Milan. 
The holy priest changed the novice’s name to 
Fidelis and spoke: “Esto Fidelis usque ad mortem et 
dabo tibi coronam vitae—Be faithful until death and 
I will give thee the crown of life.” These words 
burned deeply into Fidelis’s soul; he wrote them in 
his books and made them the motto of his life. Even 
then he was praying for their fulfiliment of being 
faithful to death—by asking for martyrdom. In 1615 
he made his profession of vows and began studies 
under Fr. John Baptist Fromberger of Poland. re- 
nowned for holiness and learning. Even with his doc- 
torate in law and philosophy he had to take the four 
years of theological studies; then he was appointed 
guardian at Feldkirch. 


\" once Fidelis began his apostolate of winning 
£\ souls back to the Church. He labored not only 
with his voice but with his pen and wrote many pam- 
phlets in defence of the Church and against the 
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errors of Zwingli, Calvin, and other heretical leaders. 
Unfortunately they have not come down to us. All 
that remains accessible are 17 letters, several ser- 
mons and some notes during his novitiate and stu- 
dent years. But in the archives of the parish church in 
Sigmaringen are 600 pages of notes used in preach- 
ing awaiting the patient eye and hand of an editor. 
In 1621 when appointed at Feldkirch he was also 
given the task of bringing back to the faith those 
who had joined non-Catholic groups in the canton 
of the Grisons. Many had become followers of Cal- 
vin. In 1614 the Bishop of Coire had asked the Cap- 
uchins to undertake work among the heretics, but 
it was not until 1621 that their minister general was 
able to sent friars. When deputed for this mission 
Fidelis set out immediately with only his crucifix, 
his bible, his breviary, and the rule of St. Francis. 

In Advent of 1621 Fidelis began preaching in 
Mayenfeld, in the churches and public streets, and 
in the meeting places of the Protestants. At Zizers 
he held conferences with the magistrates and princi- 
pal townsmen many times until late at night. He con- 
verted Rudolph de Salis, the most influential man in 
town who was followed by many others. 


Asa preacher his sincerity and honesty moved the 

hearts of the people. After his first sermon at 
Altdork a man reproached him: “Father,” he said. 
“if you want good soup here you must be a bit easier 
in your preaching.” Fidelis replied: “What do I care 
about your soup. I am not preaching for your soup 
but only what my conscience tells me.” He was in- 
defatigable not only in the pulpit, but out of it too. 

He spent long hours in study and preparation 
preparing his sermons and before each one he spent. 
an hour in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Throughout the winter the (Cont. on page 24) 
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Christmas Lines 


By Raymond Schuessler 
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HRISTMAS is called “sick myth and fantasy” by 

the Soviet State. But there is such pressure for 
traditional celebration of Christmas that the Rus- 
sians have had to invent a non-religious substitute 
for Santa Claus—one Grandfather Frost. This figure 
suits the anti-Christmas propaganda machine very 
well. And Mr. Frost is quite popular among the 
very young who have been isolated from true re 
ligion. But traditional religious services are still 
enacted throughout the Iron Curtain countries in 
spite of every Soviet measure. 











T Christmas time last year an Odessa broadcast 

told Russian listeners that “Christmas is 

a capitalist invention to make suffering 

workers endure exploitation. Religious fes- 

tivals harm the dignity of the Soviet people,” the 

radio voice said, “because it is accompanied by 

drunkenness, hooliganism, and other disgraceful phe- 

nomena.” The same broadcast was echoed in the 

satellite countries of Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hun- 
gary, Romania, Bulgaria. 

The words are being rung out again this Christ- 
mas. But, according to observers behind the Iron 
Curtain, the Communist broadcasts leave its audi- 
ence unmoved. 

The captive people have so demanded the joy 
and celebration of the Christmas season that the 
Soviet rulers have had to make concessions. While 
the cold war on Christmas continues stronger than 
ever, striving to freeze up the minds and hearts of 
its citizens, the holiday still lives. Since the Russians 
could not entirely suppress Christmas, they have in- 
vented a non-religious substitute, a character called 
Grandfather Frost. 

Grandfather Frost parties, started in 1954, are one 
of the most popular moves the government ever 
made, poor substitute though they are. They are 
held twice a day, for four-hour periods, from January 
6th to 16th, in the Kremlin halls and in thousands 
of clubs and organizations throughout the country. 
But Grandfather Frost is far from jolly at these 
parties. How can he, when during the holiday period 
he must lecture to children and their parents on the 
virtues of the Communist dictatorship: 

“To whom do we owe all the good things in 
our Society?” 

The children used to answer in chorus, “Stalin!” 
This year, they shout “Khrushchev!”—or “Bulganin!” 


OME 50,000 children in Moscow alone are expected 

to participate in such “festivity.” They will be 
given a bag of candy and a toy. They will watch 
vaudeville entertainment featuring singers, dancers, 
jugglers. A typical pantomime skit, which makes no 
religious reference to Christmas or Santa Claus, is 
that which tells of a girl and boy who go to the North 
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Pole to bring back Grandfather Frost. He arrives in 
a red sleigh, driven not by his famous reindeer, but 
by a young Soviet athlete. (Rumor has is that the 
reindeer got purged for talking too much; Vixen was 
charged with being a distant relation of Nixon. ) 

To compensate for the so-called favors of feeding 
the clamor for Christmas, the Soviet leaders have 
high-pitched their ideological opposition to religion. 

Grandfather Frost carefully explains to his chil- 
dren, as they sit around a giant revolving fir tree, 
that when they trim their own New Year's tree (not 
called a Christmas tree because the birth of Christ 
and the Christmas holiday is not officially recog- 
nized ), it should be ornamented with silver hammers 
and sickles—symbol of all good little girls and boys 
who work hard. They are also told that the Red Star 
of the Soviets should replace the “sick myth” of the 
White Star of Bethlehem. Then Grandfather Frost 
proudly points to his own figurine which sits at the 
base of the tree. “Never use angels,” he advises the 
children. 


o Communist party member, nor anyone who was 
N ambitious to advance in his life’s work, would 
ever bring his children to such an event, just as he 
would never dare go to church. 

Perhaps the best explanation of the official Soviet 
attitude toward Christmas is in the Soviet Encyclo- 
pedia: 

“Christmas has played a reactionary role in his- 
tory. Like every religious holiday, Christmas is kept 
alive and supported among backward groups of 
workers by reactionary religious prejudices.” 

Apparently, the Soviet regime has more “back- 
ward groups of workers” with which to contend 
than they hoped would be around in the enlightened 
year of 1956. (Cont. on page 24) 


Iron Curtain children still take part in Christmas ceremonies 
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Brozil Nut Fruit Cake 


1 pound whole Brazil nuts 
1 pound walnut halves 

1 pound candied cherries 
2 pounds stoned dates 

1% cups sugar 

1% cups sifted flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
% teaspoon salt 


4 eggs, well-beaten 


In a large mixing bowl place the whole 
nuts and fruits. Sift over the sugar, flour, 
baking powder and salt. Pour over the 
well-beaten eggs. Mix well. Pour into 
well-buttered loaf pans. Bake in a pre 
heated oven for 1 hour at 300° F, 


Miniature Fruit Cakes 


pound butter 


aang light brown sugar 


‘ges separate d 
cups sifted cake flour 
teaspoons cinnamon 


teaspoons mace 


— hh 


teaspoon soda 


: 
cup brandy 


% cup candied pineapple 


pound candied cherries 


pound citron, diced 


pound candied orange peel, diced 
soaked in brandy 


pound = currants 
overnight 


pound seeded raisins, soaked in 


brandy overnight 
2% pounds dates 
1% pounds almonds, blanched and 


slive red 


Using an electric mixer, cream the 

butter and gradually beat in the sugar. 
Add the brandy and egg yolks and beat 
well. Sift together the flour, spices and 
soda. Add one-half to the cake mixture. 
Mix together the fruit and nuts—cut only 
the citron, orange peel and_ pineapple; 
dredge with the remaining flour; add to 
the cake mixture. Fold in the. stiffly- 
beaten egg whites. Put small frilled waxed 
paper cups in I4-inch muffin tins; fill 
each paper cup % full. Place a small pan 
of hot water on the floor of the oven 
Bake in a preheated oven at 300°F for 
45 to 50 minutes. Glaze and decorate: 
Mix % cup cornsyrup and \% cup water 
in a small saucepan. Simmer for 2 or 3 
minutes. Brush over tops of cakes. Decor- 
ate tops of cakes with candied cherries 
and thin strips of angelica or citron. Brush 
again with syrup and return to the oven 
for 10 minutes. 
Note: If you bake large cakes instead 
of miniatures, pour cake batter into well- 
greased bread tins. Set in a pan with 1 
inch of hot water. Bake in a preheated 
oven for 3 hours at 300°F. Remove from 
pan of water and bake an additional % 
hour. Decorate and glaze as above. 
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by Ethel M. 


Keating 


Christmas talk, as the Santa Claus season draws nearer, leads in the Middle West, t 


bakery talk. At parties 
Christmas?” And 


and clubs peopk 


as baking is done for ths 


ask each other, “What will you bake to 


sake of hospitality, everyone glows witl 


anticipation of producing the family favorites, Date Chews, Eier Kringel, Black Walnut 


Drops, Dusen Confections or Vanilla Rings 


Stollen is loaded with brandy-soaked fruit 


and the making of fruit cake is a tradition never slighted. 
And strangely, th _— il act of baking plus the psychological hg 8 produced b 


the tantalyzing aromas that penetrate the hous« fills one with th elusive something 
called Christmas Spirit. And Christmas becomes gay because you abe it so 
Here are some of the sought-after Christmas recipes of the Middle West, the making 


of which will convey to all a hearty Merry Christmas From Your Kitchen—whether 


served around your testive board or gaily 


The serving of win 


boxed and wrapped and given as a gift 


and fruit cake dates back to the days of the Romans. For at 


the beginning of the winter solstice they had a great feast to commemorat the reign 


of Saturn on earth, and fruit cake was always a part of the celebration. 


Christmas Stollen 


1 quart milk 

2 ounces compressed yeast 
16 cups sifted flour 

1 pound butter 

1% cups sugar 

1 teaspoon salt 

% teaspoon nutm 
Grated rind of 
% pound seeded raisins, soaked over- 

night in brandy 
3 pound secede SS raisins, soake d over- 


lemon 


night in brandy 


% pound candied cherries, sliced 


i pound almonds, blanched and sliv- 
ered 


6 eggs 


Scald the milk. Cool 1 cup to lukewarm 
and add the crumbled yeast and 1 cup of 
the flour. Beat well and allow to rise in 
a warm place—80°F to 85°F. Mix the re- 
maining flour and butter as for pie crust; 
add the sugar, salt, nutmeg, lemon rind, 
raisins, candied cherries and nuts. Add the 
remaining milk and the unbeaten eggs. 
Beat well. Add the yeast mixture. Knead 
well on a lightly-floured board. Place in a 
lightly greased bowl; cover and allow to 
rise in a warm place until double in bulk 
floured 





about 2 hours. Turn on a lightly 
board, cover and allow to rest for 10 
minutes—this relaxes the dough and makes 
it easier to handle. Divide into 4 equal 
parts. Roll each part into an oval }-inch 
thick. Crease to 1 side of the center and 
brush the larger part with melted butter; 
fold over the smaller part. Place on baking 
sheet. Brush top with melted butter; cover 
and allow to rise in a warm place until 
double in bulk—1 to 1% hours. Bake 
in a preheated oven at 375°F for 20 to 25 
minutes. Cool slightly on a wire rack; 
frost with confectioners’ icing. 
Confectioners’ Icing: Add 2 
boiling water and 1 teaspoon of lemon 
juice to 1% cups confectioners’ sugar. 
Note: Stollen can be frozen. It is also 
delicious when cut thin and toasted. 





tablespoons 


The use of small cakes or cookies in 
religious rites is very old. In ancient Scan- 
dinavia the longest day of the year marked 
the beginning of the festival to the god 
Thor with offerings of cakes of fine flour 
and honey. The Greeks used similar offer- 
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ings to wppease their gods; their honey 
cakes being marked with the horns of oxer 
and called bous, their word for ox. The 
Babylonians sacrificed little honey cakes 
to their favorite goddess Istelar; and ir 
ancient Gaul, similar offerings were called 
coque. The French adopted the word 
coque into their language, meaning littl 
cake. Most likely our English word cookie 
is a derivation. Certainly cookies «are 
very real part of our Christmas Celebr 
tion. 





Pecan Drops 


g white 
cup brown sugar, sifted 


l eg 

l 

1 cup broken pecans 
] 

J 


TR 


teaspoon vanilla 
teaspoon baking powder 


Beat the egg white stiff, beat in the 
brown sugar and the baking powder. Fold 
in the nuts and vanilla. Bake in a pre- 
heated oven at 300°F for % hour. 


Brandied Cherry Balls 


% cup butter 


% cup undiluted evaporated milk 
% teaspoon grated lemon rind 

1% cups sifted flour 

6 tablespoons powdered sugar 

% teaspoon salt 

1 cup blanched almonds, grated 
Brandied cherries, well-drained 


Cream the butter; beat in the milk 
gradually. Add the grated lemon rind. 
flour, sugar and salt. Blend well. Add the 
nuts and mix well. Flatten a small piece of 
dough—about 1 teaspoontul—in the paln 
of the hand. Place a brandied cherry o 
the dough and mold dough around cherry 
leaving the top uncovered. Bake in 
preheated oven for 12 minutes at 27 
Roll immediately in powdered sugar. 
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Chewy Pecan Squares 


 ¢ 


i 


ges 

pound light brown sugar 
2 cups sifted flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 
| teaspoon vanilla 
1% 


cups coarsely chopped pecans 


Cook the slightly beaten eggs and sugar 
until thick, stirring constantly. Sift the 
flour, measure and sift with the baking 
powder and salt; add to the slightly cooled 
egg mixture. Stir in the vanilla and 
pecans. Pour into a_ well-buttered pan 
$x12-inches. Bake in a preheated oven 
for 25 minutes at 350°F. Cut into squares 
while warm. 


Walnut Delights 


2 cup butter 
1 cup sugar 

2 eggs 

1% cups sifted flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
s teaspoon salt 


4 teaspoon vanilla 


Cream the butter; beat in the sugar 
along with 2 egg yolks and 1 egg white. 
Sift the flour, measure and sift with the 
baking powder and salt; add to the butter 
mixture along with the vanilla. Spread on 
a buttered cookie sheet and sprinkle with 
lL cup of coarsely chopped walnuts. Beat 
the remaining egg white stiff; gradually 
beat in 1 cup sifted light brown sugar and 
L teaspoon vanilla. Spread over walnuts. 
Bake in a preheated oven for 15 minutes 
at 325°F; reduce temperature to 300°F 
and continue baking for 25 minutes longer. 
Cut in squares while warm. 


Vanilla Rings 


1 vanilla bean 

34 cups sifted flour 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup almonds, blanched and ground 
14 cups butter 

l 


egg 


Cut the vanilla bean and scrape out the 
interior pulp; add to the flour and sugar; 
mix well and add the nuts. Cream the 
butter and beat in the egg; add the flour 
nixture gradually; knead lightly to form a 
smooth dough. Using about 1 tablespoon 
of the mixture, roll into pencil-like pieces 
ibout 4-inches long. Form into circles on 
baking sheets. Bake in a preheated oven 
for 10 or 11 minutes at 400°F. 


See inside hack cover for details 


Date Chews 


1 7i-ounce package pitted dates 

1 4-ounce can moist coconut 

% cup brown sugar 

1 cup walnuts or pecans 

1 egg 

Force dates and nuts through a food 
chopper, using a coarse blade. Add % 
can of coconut, the brown sugar and the 
egg. Mix well 
finger-shaped pieces. Roll in remaining 
coconut. Bake on a buttered cookie sheet 


in a preheated oven at 350°F for 20 


Shape into 2-inch-long 


minutes, 


Apricot Candy 
1 pound dried apricots 
1 orange 
Granulated sugar 
Put the 
through a food chopper. Cook for 15 


apricots and the whole orange 


minutes, or until thickened, stirring con 
stantly. When cool form into small balls 
and roll in granulated sugar. 


Dusen Confections 


1 pound butter 
1 cup sugar 
4 cups sifted flour 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
pound almonds, blanched and ground 
Currant jelly 
Powdered sugar 


Cream the butter; gradually beat in 
the sugar. Add the flour, vanilla and 
almonds, Chill. Roll out 4-inch thick 
Cut with a l-inch cutter. Bake in a pre 
heated oven for 10 minutes at 400°F 
While warm, put 2 cookies together with 
currant jelly. Roll in powdered sugar. 


Black Walnut Chocolate Drops 


1% cups sifted flour 

% teaspoon soda 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
', teaspoon salt 

1 cup chopped black walnuts 

% cup butter 

1% cups light brown sugar 

1 egg 

2 ounces bitter chocolate, melted 
cup milk 

1 teaspoon vanilla 


Sift together the dry ingredients and 
mix with the nuts. Cream the butter and 
beat in the sugar; add the egg and melted 
chocolate. Alternately add the dry ingre- 
dients and the milk mixed with the vanilla 
Drop on a buttered baking sheet. Bake in 
a preheated oven at 400°F. for 10 minutes. 
When cold, frost with chocolate icing. 








Eier Kringel 


1 egg 
hard cooked egg yolks put through 
ricer 


o 


2 cup sugar 

% cup butter 

cups sifted cake flour 

te aspoon powdered cardamom 


\, 
1 teaspoon grated lemon rind 


Separate the egg; beat the egg yolk 
with the riced egg yolks; add the sugar 
and butter and beat well. Add the flour 
cardamom and ur ited lemon rind Knead 
well. Roll to k-inch thickness; cut with a 
doughnut cutter to form a wreath. Brush 
with slightly beaten egg white; sprinkk 
with finely chopped pistachio nuts and 
place 2 tiny red candies to represent 
he Trics On one sick and a singk candy 
here and there 


Spiced Walnuts—Decoration for cookie plate 
or gift box 


cup sugar 


tablespoons water 


teaspoon vanilla 


l 

5 

| tablespoon cinnamon 
| 

2 cups walnut halves 


Combine the sugar, water, cinnamon 
ind vanilla. Bring to the boiling point and 
then remove from the fire. Add the wal 
nuts; stir for several minutes or until nuts 
are well coated with the sugar mixture 
Separate walnut halves on wax paper and 
allow to dry. 





Chocolate Macaroons 
3 eggs 
1% cups sugar 
2 tablespoons undiluted evaporated 
milk 
teaspoon vanilla 
ounces bitter chocolate, melted 
2 cups unblanched almonds. grated 


Beat the eggs until thick and lemon- 
colored; gradually beat in the sugar. Add 
the remaining ingredients. Cover and chill 
for 2 hours. Drop by teaspoonfuls on a 
greased cookie sheet. Bake in a preheated 
oven for 15 minutes at 325°F. 


Pecan Pralines 
1 pound light brown sugar 
4 tablespoons water 
% pound butter 
1 pound pecan halves 


In a sauce pan place sugar and the 
water, Stir and let stand for 20 minutes 
Add the butter; slowly allow to come to a 
tuli rolling boil, stirring constantly—this 
should take about 15 minutes. Add the 
pecans and slowly bring back to a full 
rolling boil, stirring constantly; boil for 2 
minutes. Drop by tablespoonfuls on waxed 
paper Tt 
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(Graumoor Annals 


Visitors from Afar 

LIVING IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY, eating 
foreign food, participating in a foreign 
culture, observing foreign customs, 
and attempting to express oneself 
adequately in a foreign language all 
cause a strain on the body and the 
spirit. After too long a time on the 
foreign missions without a break even 
the most self-sacrificing and dedicat- 
ed of men lose their effectiveness. So 
we Graymoor Friars, profiting by the 
experience of long established Reli- 
gious Institutes which have had mis- 
sionarv laborers in the field for 
centuries, have adopted the practice 
of calling our foreign missionaries 
home after six or seven vears to give 
them a chance to renew and refresh 
themselves. 

We welcome these visits of our 
foreign missionaries. Their account of 
the country and their tales of diffi- 
culties and successes in spreading the 
truths of Christ inspire and inflame 
the missionary zeal in all of our Friars, 
particularly in the vounger members 
still in the College, the Novitiate, and 
the Seminary. Moreover, all of us, 
both missionaries and _ stav-at-homes 
alike, appreciate the very human 
consolation and jov of greeting old 
friends and swapping stories and 
reminiscences with classmates and 
companions one hasn’t seen for vears. 


FoR ALL OF THESE REASONS we at the 
Mother House were happy to wel- 
come Fr. Damian Sato, S.A. and Fr. 
Eric Tampe, S.A. on their recent 
sabbatical leave from their missions 
in Japan. 

Father Damian is of Japanese 
parentage, though born in the United 
States. He made his studies at Grav- 
moor and at the Catholic University 
in Washington, D.C., and shortly after 
his ordination he went to Japan in the 
first group of Atonement Friars to 
leave Gravmoor for the Orient. He 
was pastor of St. Theresa’s Church in 
Shinkovasu, with about 300 members 
in his congregation. His ability to 
speak Japanese helps him in his con- 
vert work. Father Damian tells us 
that he usually has between 30 and 
35 prospective converts under in- 
struction. He gathers his candidates 
by having his parishioners invite a 
number of interested non-Christian 
friends to their homes and then he 
goes down to the house and teaches 


16- Che Lamp - Hat act May BE 


catechism. As he says, “This serves 
two purposes; first it keeps my Cath- 
olics conscious of the fact that thev 
have to be apostles and help spread 
the faith, and then the prospective 
convert feels more at ease. It’s a little 
tough on me, but we get a lot more 
converts than we would if thev had 
to come down to the Rectory.” 


FATHER ERIC COMEs from Hammond, 
Indiana. He too made his studies at 
Gravmoor and Washington, and left 
for Japan with the second group of 
Gravmoor Friars to depart in 1949. 
For the past several vears, ever since 
we received permission from Rome to 
open a Novitiate to train native 
religious for the Society of the Atone- 
ment in Japan, Father Eric has been 
in charge of the candidates who have 
come to us. At present we have four, 
two students for the priesthood and 
two lav brothers. All of these men 
will be clothed in our brown habit 
soon, probably in March. 


Bishop 

BEFORE HIS CONSECRATION as Bishop 
of Teveste and Auxiliary to Bishop 
Nicholas Elko of the Byzantine Cath- 
olic Exarchate of Pittsburgh, the Most 
Rev. Steven Kocisko made his retreat 
at our Friarv at Gravmoor. Because 
of our long standing friendship with 
Bishop Elko and our association with 
the Exarchate of Pittsburgh, going 
back to the time of our reverend 
Founder, Father Paul, we were hon- 
ored and pleased to have Bishop 
Kocisko with us while he made spirit- 
ual preparation for this important 
honor and duty. Our pravers, con- 
gratulations, and best wishes are 
cordially extended to him. 

Bishop Kocisko was consecrated on 
October 23 in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., with Bishop Elko as 
consecrating Bishop. He will reside at 
Holy Spirit Church, Pittsburgh. His 
coat-of-arms is dominated by an icon 
of St. Nicholas of Mvra (the original 
Santa Claus), the special patron of 
the Bishop’s family. His motto is a 
phrase from the topar sung in the 
Liturgy on the feast of St. Nicholas 
—Pravile Viry—A Rule of Faith. 

A native of Minneapolis, Minn., 
Bishop Kocisko attended the Pontifical 
Ruthenian College and the Propa- 
ganda Fidei in Rome. After his 
ordination to the priesthood there in 
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1941, he served in parishes in Detroit, 
Mich., and Lyndora, Pa., before being 
appointed Chancellor of the Diocese, 
which position he held when he was 
named to the ranks of the hierarchy. 

May God and Our Ladv bless 
him and his labors most abundantly. 


Vistarama 

WE READ just a short time ago in the 
Catholic papers that about half a 
million people attended the huge 
mission exhibit, called Vistarama, held 
in Philadelphia around the middle of 
October. It was quite an affair with 
missionarv exhibits from all over the 
world. We were there, both our Friars 
and Sisters. Standing in front of our 
nice, new, handv, attractive booth, 
Fathers Simeon, Alcuin, Xavier, and 
Urban had a chance to chat with a 
good number of our benefactors from 
the Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington 
area. 


For our sIsTERS too it was like old 
home week. The Sisters of the Atone- 
ment have a goodly number of mis- 
sions in the Camden Diocese and a 
very large house in Philadelphia, St. 
Simon’s. Many of the people with 
whom, and for whom, thev labor 
stopped to exchange a few words of 
greeting. 


INCIDENTALLY, in accordance with 
this mission theme, our Sisters have 
opened three new houses; in New- 
port, Ore., Pittsfield, N.H., and Coble- 
skill, N.Y. Cobleskill is also the site 
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Sisters’ Scholasticate—i.e., the 
formation where the newly 

Sisters 
training in the techniques 


of our 
house of 
receive 


professed practical 


thev will 


use in their missionary labors. 


Sailing, Sailing 

FR. CELESTINE LEAHY, S.A., one-time 
Circulation Manager of THe Lamp 
and recent pastor of St. James Church, 
Gardiner Mines, N.S., has been trans- 
ferred to St. Onofrio’s, Rome. Bro. 
Emmanuel Kepple, S.A., also assigned 
to the same house, sailed from New 
York to the Eternal City with him. 
Bro. Emmanuel, who hails from Fall 
River, Mass., served for many vears in 
various capacities, in the office, in the 
kitchen, in the laundry at Gravmoor, 
Washington, Saranac Lake and Mon- 
tour Falls. 


Other Changes 

REPLACING FATHER CELESTINE is Fr. 
Hubert Byrnes, S.A., who was trans- 
ferred from Vancouver, B.C., to Gar- 
diner Mines, N.S. Fr. Charles Wanne- 
macher, S.A., formerly Spiritual Direc- 
tor at Montour Falls, has been ap- 
pointed Novice Master in place of 
Fr. Jerome Gallagher, S.A., who has 
been assigned to Graymoor. 


Montour Falls 
Last MONTH we were able to give 
only a brief mention of the fact that 
the eminent Carlton J. Haves gave a 
lecture to our students at St. John’s 
Atonement Seminary. T his month 
wed like to add that Mr. Haves, 
Professor Emeritus of History at 
Columbia University, took as his topic 
Christianity and Western Civilization. 


He declared that “the characteristics 
which distinguish the civilization of 
the West from that of the East are 
respect for the individual, the separa- 
tion of religious and civil authority, 
and compassionate charity—all _ of 
which have their origin in Christianity. 
FOR WEEKS 


PRECEDING HALLOWEEN 


there are great comings and goings, 
confidential asides, trips to the attic 





Carlton Hayes with Fr. Ralph and Fr. Wilfrid 


where the old costumes are stored, 
anguished cries for cheesecloth and 
Tintex, bunting 
decorations, and an air of secrecy over 


searches for and 
the whole house. Preparations for the 
party are under way and no one wants 
his neighbor to know just what kind of 
a costume he is going to wear for the 
masquerade. It’s traditional, and we 
get a lot of fun out of the prepara- 
tions, much as from the 
party itself. This year everything went 
well. The cider tangy 
and the doughnuts were crisp; the 
skits were entertaining and the prac- 
tical jokes amusing. All of the students 


almost as 


(sweet) was 





Cardinal Spellman and Archbishop O’Hara with Fr. Xavier and Fr. Simeon at Vistarama 


See inside back cover for details 


took part, and we are very happy to 
report that although many came up 
gasping for alr, no one drowned while 
ducking for apples. 


Jusr Two pays before the feast of St 
Elizabeth, Patroness of the Third 
Order, on November 17, we held our 
Profession. Fr. Boniface Reidmann, 
S.A., Spiritual Director for the stu- 
dents, gave the After the 
ceremony were 


sermon. 
refreshments 
in the refectory. 


served 


AT MONTOUR FALLS we put a great 
deal of emphasis, both in High School 
and College, on dramatics. The reason 
for this is that our Founder, Father 
Paul, intended his friars to be preach- 
ers. In fact, the first intimation that 
he had of his future vocation occurred 
when at the age of ten he distinctly 
heard an interior to him, 
“That’s what vou will do some day 
—found a preaching Order.” So we 
have several plays every year and 
the competition for parts is keen 
because all of the students realize 
how beneficial for future preaching 
even a little dramatic experience is. 


voice say 


THis YEAR, our first play was the 
grand old Shakespearian classic, Jul- 
ius Caesar. Ed Houghton had the 
title role as Caesar; Fred Haggerty 
plaved Antony; Joe Bascone, Brutus. 
Thev were ably supported bv Gene 
Prus, Jim Walker, and Bob Barcklow. 

Under the direction of Fr. Ralph 
Thomas, S. A., Instructor in English 
and History, the plav came off very 
well indeed, and judging from the 
sustained and generous and enthu- 
siastic applause we can confidently 
sav that our 1956-57 theatre season 
is off to a good start. We are keenly 
anticipating our coming attractions 
and shall tell vou about them as they 
are produced. 


WE LIKE VISITING SUNDAY. Of course, 
what we like most of all is the chance 
to see our folks and catch up on all 
the familv news. But there’s 
to it than that. Our parents have a 
chance to see what progress we are 
making and how we are doing in 
general. Another thing is that our 
parents by visiting and remaining for 
the day obtain a much deeper under- 
standing of what life in a seminarv 
means, what its difficulties are, and 
what are its joys and compensations. 
There’s no doubt that everv father 
and mother who has a boy in the 
seminary prays hard for him every 
day. We'd like to ask all of our read- 
ers to say a prayer for us once in a 
while that God will bless our studies 
and our life. + 


more 


THAT ALL MAY BE ONE - (he Lamp - 17 











stood 


shop 


doctor 
Starr. 
mothe 
within 
Th 
peerin 
down 
to the 
the cc 
“B 
Vin 
coat ¢ 
too la 
late t 
hospit 
Ol 
coat, 
Sh 
to Ch 
exchai 
Ol 
pawn, 
Starr.” 
Vi 
sessiv 
freeze 
to he 


HE 
fe c 
the rz 
airline 
in Ne 
quick 

“y 





‘The brutal decision that no tenant could keep a baby 


in the house troubled and frightened Virginia up until 


her time. But the spirit of Christmas does things to people 


aftoom in the Inn 


by TOM 


LIGHT snow was falling, but young Mrs. 
Virginia Starr carried her fur coat across 
her arm. The statuettes, grouped in the 
Nativity Scene. caught her attention as she 

stood in indecision before the neighborhood pawn- 
shop plate glass window. Though her landlady’s 
doctor had long ago foretold the advent, young Mrs. 
Starr. until now, had not associated approaching 
motherhood with Christmas. Late-in-December lived 
within her not as a season, but as The Time.... 

Then she saw “Uncle” Bennie Gottlieb dimly, 
peering at her curiously through the spectacles far 
down on his nose. Entering, she walked determinedly 
to the little grilled window in the back and pushed 
the coat toward the old man. 

“Business?” he asked pleasantly. 

Virginia nodded shyly. “I—I want to leave the 
coat and pick up Luke’s radio, Uncle Bennie. It’s 
too late to get it to him for Christmas, but better 
late than never. It will brighten his stay in the 
hospital.” 

Old Bennie fingered his chin. “You got another 
coat, maybe? It’s snowing.” 

She shook her head. “I won't need one. I'm going 
to Charity tomorrow. That’s why I had to wait to 
exchange it for the radio.” 

Old Bennie pursed his lips. “For the radio in 
pawn, the wedding ring would do. I sold it to Mr. 
Starr.” 

Virginia gasped. “My ring?” She twisted it pos- 
sessively. “You don't understand, Uncle Bennie—I’d 
freeze in here without it,” she explained, pointing 
to her heart. 


(9 old man shrugged, tagged the coat, and hung 
it carefully on a hanger. “You want I should send 
the radio by plane with a friend who works for the 


airline? I personally guarantee Mr. Starr will get it 
in New Orleans tomorrow. No charge,” he added 
quickly. “For free it is.” 

“You're wonderful, Uncle Bennie!” she exclaimed, 
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scribbling the hospital's address on a card he thrust 
before her. 

Virginia, now minus her coat, hurried along the 
sidewalk toward her one-room apartment. Passing 
Jim Gee Gow’s Chinese herb shop, she saw the fat 
proprietor smile at her through the dusty plate glass 
and point to the lithographed holly wreath garnishing 
his display of dried herbs. 

“M-e-r-r-y C-h-r-i-s-t-m-a-s” she read, forming the 
letters with her lips, and Jim Gee Gow’s face 
beamed, a bobbing yellow moon above a black silk 
cloud. Luke had made him a present of the billowy 
coat, a souvenir of his last sea trip, she remembered. 

The cold made her teeth chatter, so she hurried 
down the street toward the dingy tenement house 
across the street. The formidable sign: VACANCY— 
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED caught her eye, and 
her footsteps slowed. 

Virginia was afraid of Mrs. Herrod. 


© tenant of mine can keep a baby in this house!” 

Mrs. Herrod had told her with asperity the 
night Virginia's first nausea had sent her in fright 
to the landlady’s downstairs apartment. “You with a 
crippled husband— It’s a crime to allow a child to 
be born when you can't give it a decent home. 
There's still time to do something,” she had added 
significantly. 

Virginia fled to bury her face in her pillow in her 
room. 

After that she had silently counted out the rent 
each week on the small one-room apartment Luke 
had rented before leaving. “We'll live in a little 
house down South,” he had promised her. “I’m quit- 
ting the sea and taking an oiler’s berth aboard a 
towboat from Pittsburgh to New Orleans. That way, 
But the towboat had 
crashed into a bridge near Baton Rouge, and for 


I can be with you more.” 


months now he had lain in the Marine Hospital in 
New Orleans with a broken back. 
“Don't come down here, (Cont. on page 21) 
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One Faith-One 


Christmas and Unity. The great feast 
of the Nativity of Jesus Christ may 
be considered from the viewpoint of 
Unity. The Son of God became man 
in order to glorify the Father and to 
unite to Himself all the redeemed. 
Christ is the Head of His body and 
we are all His members, one of 
another. St. Leo the Great in a selec- 
tion used for the Office of Christmas 
brings out this thought in his usual 
powerful and luminous manner. 
“Dearly beloved, let us give thanks 
to God the Father through His Son 
in the Holy Ghost, Who, because of 
His great charity with which He hath 
loved us, has had mercy on us; and, 
when we were dead in our sins, He 
restored us to life in Christ so that we 
might be in Him a new creature and 
a new image. So let us put off the 
old man with his works, and having 
obtained a participation in the genera- 
tion of Christ, let us renounce the 
works of the flesh. 

“Recognize, O Christ, thy dignity! 
And being made a partaker of the 
divine nature, do not return to the 
old wretchedness of an evil manner 
of life. Be mindful of whose head 
and body thou are a member! Re- 
member that, being torn from the 
power of darkness, thou hast been 
born into the light and kingdom of 
God!” 


Unity Congress. At St. Procopius 
Abbey, Lisle, Illinois the first Union- 
istic Congress was held the latter 
part of September. In a message to 
Rt. Rev. Ambrose Ondrak, O.S.B., 
Abbot, the Holy Father praised the 
monks for launching the movement 
which responded to the “most burning 
hope of the Catholic Church” that 
those peoples long separated from her 
will return. “You are asked to pray 
to God without ceasing that He 
will deign to recall all the wandering 
to the Unity of the Church,” he stated. 

The Congress urged that the Chair 
of Unity Octave, Jan. 18-25 be more 
zealously promoted and observed in 
all parishes of the Catholic Church. 


Mother of Unity. There is a religious 
community in Sardinia dedicated to 
the apostolate of Unity under the 
patronage of Mater Unitatis (Mother 
of Unity). From their little brochure 
we have culled the following data. 
“The monastic family of Mater Unita- 
tis began on the feast of Christ the 
King in 1940 at Olzai in the province 
of Nuora, a little mountain village in 
the heart of Sardinia, with the pro- 


visional name “Benedictine House of 
the Madonna.’” Two women consti- 
tuted the original group, which had 
the blessing of Most Rev. Felice Bec- 
caro, Bishop of Nuora. 

The life of this monastic family 
is to be strictly contemplative, ex- 
cluding any external work. Its purpose 
is to intercede for the Unity of Chris- 
tendom and the communication of its 
monastic form of life to mission lands 
and for our separated brethren. Sister 
Mary Gabriella of the Trappistine 
Convent of Grottaferrata is held up 
as a shining example of their form of 
life; she was born in Sardinia where 
the community took its origin. There 
is no distinction between choir and lay 
sisters; all take part in the divine 
office and other duties of religious 
life. Vocations are to be selected 
according to the norm of St. Benedict 
“from among those who desire to seek 
God,” regardless of personal capabil- 
ities or material endowment. All mem- 
bers are to be characterized by love 
of the liturgy, for charity towards 
others, and of being hidden from the 
world. 

In 1946 a branch house’ was 
opened at the previously abandoned 
monastery of St. Magnus at Amelia 
(Prov. of Terni). There were only a 
few members at the beginning, but 
it is hoped that vocations will come. 

In 1952 the community at Alzai 
acquired property of its own and 
became an independent priory under 
the title of Mater Unitatis. In the 
same year the community opened its 
first house in foreign lands, at 
Wennappuwa in Ceylon, at the invi- 
tation of Bishop Peiris of Gilaw.There 
is already one Ceylonese candidate. 
Join Our League. We urge our readers 
to join the League of Prayer for Unity 
under the protection of Our Lady of 
the Atonement, founded at Graymoor. 
Just write to the National Office, 
Chair of Unity Octave, Graymoor, 
Garrison, N. Y. for particulars. Pray 
to Our Lady daily for Unity. 


On the Conversion of England. In an 
address to the Catholic students of 
Cambridge University on November 
27, 1955 the late Cardinal Griffin of 
Westminster declared: “Our respon- 
sibilities are great but so are our 
hopes for the future. We need not 
imagine that the conversion of Eng- 
land it at hand, yet that must be our 
goal: to bring back the glories of the 
faith to a country which rejected the 
truth at the time of the Reformation. 
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These sentiments are not antagonistic. 
The conversion of England may pos- 
sibly come about, as Belloc said, be- 
cause we shall outbreed Protestants. 
One thing is certain. It will never 
be achieved without our zeal and 
supreme charity. 

“We must be prepared for the 
fact that as we grow stronger the 
obstacles to the development of the 
Church may even become greater. 
Yet they cannot be greater than our 
Catholic cause and we may go forward 
confident in the power of the Lord.” 

The Cardinal then concluded his 
talk with a passage from the famous 
sermon, “The Second Spring” which 
Cardinal Newman delivered at Oscott 
in 1852: “Should we be surprised if 
the winter even now should not yet 
be quite over? Have we any right to 
take it strange, if, in this English land 
the springtime of the Church should 
turn out to be an English spring, an 
uncertain anxious time of hope and 
fear, of joy and suffering? One thing 
alone I know—that according to our 
need so will be our strength. One 
thing I am sure of, that the more the 
enemy urges against us so much the 
more will the saints of Heaven plead 
for us. We shall not be left orphans; 
we shall have within us the strength 
of the Paraclete, promised to the 
Church and to every member of it.” 


Catholic Unity. “To disparage East- 
ern rites, to think them less Catholic 
than ours, to look upon Eastern rite 
Catholics as a kind of compromise 
between us and schismatical sects, is 
not only a grave injustice to them, it 
is also in clear contradiction to the 
attitude of the Holy See.”...“Our 
Lord gave His followers most explicit 
commands that they should belong to 
the one Catholic Church He founded. 
He never commanded them all to say 
their prayers in Latin or to use the 
Roman rite.” (Fr. Adrian Fortescue). 
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Room in the Inn 

Continued from page 19 

honey,” he had written. “Mrs. Herrod 
will give you credit until the lawyers 
settle the claim if you need it. I have 
to undergo another operation before 
the doctors will know for certain 
whether I'll ever walk again. The 
lawvers will make a settlement then 
You're better off in the neighborhood 
where we were raised until every- 
thing is settled.” 

Their savings had gone quickly, 
and she went to work again as a 
waitress. The fur coat he had bought 
in a moment of extravagance, the 
radio, and her wedding ring were all 
that she had left. But her letters to 
Luke had been cheery little word pic- 
tures of the drab neighborhood with 
no hint about the baby. She knew 
Luke—he’d settle for a hundred dol- 
lars if he knew that 
monev. 


she needed 

Now her rent was due again, but 
Mrs. Herrod knew that she was going 
to Charity Hospital tomorrow. Still 
she was afraid— 

The sidewalk was slippery, and 
Virginia smiled gratefully when blue- 
coated Tim Garrett, the 3:00 p.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. beat cop, took her arm 
at the intersection. “Sure, and I’m 
ver lucky star!” he told her, halting 
traffic with a gloved hand. “But I’m 
warning youse; one more time on my 
beat without a coat, and I'll be after 
calling the wagon.” At the other curb 
he patted her arm and whispered: 
“Merry Christmas!” 

“Merrv Christmas, Mr. Garrett!” 
she echoed, tingling with an exciting 
happiness. 

Because she was now full of good 
will, she passed Mrs. Herrod’s No- 
Children-Allowed sign lightlv, her 
happiness only slightly dimmed when 
she found no letter on the table inside 
the door. Carefully she began the 
dark climb up the ragged strip of 
carpet to her third-floor room. 

Once she tripped, and an angry 
electric are flashed between two poles 
at her hips, but by the time she 
reached her room the pain was gone, 
and a strange peace settled on her 
evelids as she lav across the straw 
mattress to rest from labored 
climb. 

She smiled in sleepy wonder as 
over-eager, tiny feet kicked protest- 
inglv. He'll walk, she thought, full of 
faith, her mind divided between the 
image and the father. “Holy Mother, 
prav for me,” she murmured, then 
drifted into sleep. 

A scream pulled her reluctantly 
from a dream of a little white house 
in the South. Then a spasm of pain 
made her sit upright. Dullv she 


her 
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AMERICA’S FINEST STERLING 
ROSARIES AND MEDALS 





A gift that will be cherished for a lifetime is 
@ religious item bearing this stamp of fine qual- 
ity (CREED Sterling 


You will find many outstanding CREED items 
priced from $2 to $100 at your religious store. 
If you ore uncble to find the item you desire, 
ask your religious store to order it for you. 





thought: This is happening to me. 
Between the increasing tempo of the 
spasms, Virginia heard pounding feet 
and excited voices. She gave in to the 
whirring darkness. 

“You silly girl!” 

Virginia, behind closed evelids, felt 
her old fear return. “I’m sorry, Mrs. 
Herrod. Call an ambulance so I can 
get to the hospital.” She opened her 
eyes. 

Big Tim, red-faced and _perspiring 
profusely, stood over her. “No time 
for that,” he said roughly. “But never 
vou mind—Tim Garrett himself is ver 
guardian angel.” 

She gazed about the strange room 
uncomprehendinglv. It was large and 
expensively furnished, and _ pictures 
of thoroughbred horses lined the 
walls. The bed, soft and warm, made 
her feel drowsy again. “Where am I?” 


she murmured. “I thought I heard 
Mrs. Herrod—” 
“In my room, that’s where!” Mrs. 


Herrod said brusquely, adding other 
words that Virginia could not under- 
stand, for what Mrs. Herrod said 
seemed to stand still, black and white, 
like the words on the No-Children- 
Allowed sign. 

“Here’s the doctor now.” 

The needle pricked her arm, and 
she struggled again, but the doctor’s 
hand pressed hard against her. A little 
cry, muffled by phlegm, reached her 
ears, and Virginia’s whole being re- 
sponded. 

“Mv babv!” she cried in ecstatic 
wonder, groping blindly through the 


dazzling inner-light shining within 
her soul. She felt the warm bundle 
writhing in her outstretched arms, 


Continued on page 22 
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Continued from page 21 

cradled it to her breast instinctively, 
gazing in mingled love and awe at the 
tinv, wrinkled face as though unex- 
pectedly confronted with a_ beatific 
vision. 

“It’s a bov,” the doctor said, pulling 
off his rubber gloves 

She heard muffled voices and shuf- 
fling feet in the hall. Big Tim Garrett 
frowned disapprovingly and strode 
into the front room. A moment later 
he opened the hall doo 

“How is she?...Bov or girl?... 
Can we see it?” 

“Tomorrow, and not a minute 
sooner!” boomed Tim. “Off with the 
lot o’ vez, now. I'm speaking as an 
officer!” 

Virginia heard him close the door. 
Later she heard him talking ani- 
matedly on the sidewalk outside. Mrs. 
Herrod frowningly disappeared into 
the front room, then came back 
“There’s a mob outside.” she informed 
Virginia disapproving] “The whole 
street’s full.” 

Virginia turned her head toward 
the wall. Presently she was asleep 
again. Twice during the night she 
handled her baby. 

She was roused the next morning 
bv her babv’s crv. Mrs. Herrod was 
hathing him. 

“I'm sorry about vour room, Mrs. 
Herrod,” Virginia ventured, ill at 
ease. “I'll take the babv.” 

Mrs. Herrod wrapped the bov in 
blankets and looked up. “I did all 
right on the couch in the living room. 
This isn’t much better than a stable,” 
she commented, sweeping the walls 
with a reproachful glance 

“You like horses?” asked Virginia 
timidly. 

Mrs. Herrod smiled acidlv. “My 
husband's stable. He races horses. He 
didn’t want anv children because the 
horses kept us on the move. Now- 
he doesn’t want me,” she ended 
bitterly. 

Virginia felt uncomfortable. “Ill 
hold the babv.” 

“Hold your tongue!” 

Later in the dav the buzzer rang, 
and Mrs. Herrod answered it. “For 
vou,” she called out, returning with a 
vellow envelope. 

“A telegram?” asked Virginia need- 
lessly. She had never gotten one be- 
fore. It filled her with dread. “I hope 
nothing has happened to Luke.” 

“Open it, goose!” Mrs. Herrod said 
sharply. “No use simmering when vou 
can boil.” 

Virginia ripped the envelope with 
a fingernail and unfolded the tele- 
gram. 
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STOP CAN WALK STOP LAW- 
YERS SETTLING CLAIM ON 
BASIS OF RESULTS STOP COME 
TO NEW ORLEANS AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE STOP WE CAN BUY A 
HOUSE NOW LOVE LUKE 

“Well?” demanded Mrs. Herrod 
sharply. 

Virginia, tongue-tied from joy, 
passed her the telegram 

Mrs. Herrod read the telegram 
slowly. “You'd think there is a Santa 
Claus,” she said. half-bitterly. 

“There is!” stated Virginia pertly. 

“Oh, shut up! You're a grown 
woman now.” Mrs. Herrod left the 
room, grimly purposeful. Virginia 
heard her call loudly to the cop on 
the beat. “When Mr. Garrett comes 
on duty, tell him he has a big job 
of moving on his hands!” 

Fear and uncertainty overshadowed 
Virginia. Then the packages began 
arriving. A crib, babv blankets, little 
shoes, caps, and diapers. Most of 
them were second-hand. Two envel- 
opes contained five dollar bills. A 
match box held pennies. 

Mirs. Herrod brought them in one 
at a time. evebro’'s raised but saving 
nothing. Later Virginia heard her 
talking heatedly with Tim Garrett in 
the front room. but the words were 
indistinguishable. Then Mrs. Herrod 
came in with one more package. “T’ve 
got to spend money on another bed,” 
she told Virginia, pausing to look at 
the baby. 

After awhile Virginia heard noises 
of heavv footsteps and furniture being 
shifted in the front room. Guiltilv, 
she realized that she was causing 
Mrs. Herrod much_ inconvenience. 
She felt unaccountably ashamed. 

Night came in through the transom 
from the hall, but Virginia was afraid 
to ask for light. Mrs. Herrod was 
avoiding her; she had not been in the 
room for a long time now. Virginia’s 
sense of guilt deepened. She was on 
the verge of tears when a medley of 
voices filled the living room, followed 
bv a heavy knocking on her door. 

“Come in,” she called out dispirit- 
edly. I hope it’s a friendly face, she 
added to herself. 

The door opened, and Tim Garrett, 
red-faced and grinning, gripped the 
foot of the bed. “I'll be making a 
magic carpet o’ this, voung lady,” he 
said. swelling with secretiveness. 

When he gently turned Virginia 
over, she was looking into the brightlv 
lit living room. A Christmas tree, 
twinkling with red, blue, and green 
lights reached almost to the ceiling. 
At its base, packages wrapped in fes- 
tive paper and tied with bright rib- 
bons. caught her eve. Jim Gee Gow 
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bowed low, and lit a small incense 


burner. The fragrant scent drifted 
through the two rooms. Uncle Bennic 
held a huge box beneath his arm. 
Peering down at her over the end of 
his nose, he proffered it shyly 

“A fur coat you should have for 
the trip to New Orleans, Mrs. Starr.” 

Suddenly the scene became dis 
torted as if her eyes had become 
prisms. She was crving softly, and 
she was very, ver\ happy. Then Mrs 
Herrod came in from the street, fol- 
lowed by Father Duffy, and Virginia 
dabbed hastily at her eves. 

“Tm a crv baby, I guess, Mrs 
Herrod 23 

But Mrs. Herrod was on her knees 
beside the bed bv then, crving too 
Her arms encircled Virginia, and her 
lips brushed the girl’s cheek 

“You—vou're not angrv about the 
baby, Mrs. Herrod?” asked Virginia 
timidlh 

Mrs. Herrod rose to her feet 
walked over to the crib, and lifted 
the child gently. “Angry?” she re- 
peated, her voice suddenly soft and 
kind. “If it hadn’t been for the babv. 
Christmas would never have come 
into mv home again. I—-I—” She 
paused, looking at Father Duffy peni- 
tently as she extended a small gold 
religious medal for his blessing before 
slipping it over the child’s head 
“Frankincense, gold. and myrrh,” she 
whispered reminiscently. “Until _to- 
night, I had forgot that a Babe 
brought Christmas into the world.” t 





St. Francis 
Continued from page 7 
from the town of Greccio,  Italv. 

St. Francis, humble and child-like 
loved evervthing from the grey wolf 
that ranged the countrvside, and 
called him brother. to his other 
brother the sun. To him life was the 
great adventure whose goal was union 
with the Divine adventurer in Heaven. 
Francis, who could write poetry like 
an angel and whose preaching soft- 
ened the hardest of hearts, knew that 
mere words couldn't get through to 
some of his fellows. and the humble 
peasants of the surrounding country- 
side. Sometimes word pictures pro- 
duce negative results, but a living 
tableau would approach the subject 
from the positive side. 

Francis was at all times, the realist, 
even when he went soaring off on a 
canticle of Love, he was always shoot- 
ing at the target of the Heart of 
Christ. So great was his love for the 
Infant Jesus, that he wanted his peo- 
ple to increase their love too, so he 
had a friend of his, John Velitta. carry 


Continued on page 24 
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GATES OF HEAVEN... What does 
“Christ 
gates of Heaven” mean? 


the expression opened the 


“Opening the gates of Heaven is a 
metaphorical expression which means 


that by Christ’s death He redeemed 
the human race. We say that “the 
gates of Heaven were closed when 
Adam sinned.” And “the gates of 


Heaven were opened once again for 
mankind Christ 
Cross.” 


when died on the 
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REUNION ... Will 
united after death? 


families be re- 


Yes...One of the joys of heaven 
is reunion with our triends and rela- 
tives who have entered the Kingdom 


of Heaven before us. 
7 7 7 7 


JUDGMENT ... What is the mean- 
ing of the clause in the Apostle’s 
Creed “Whence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead?” I un- 
derstand what is meant by the judg- 
ment of the living, but I wonder about 
the judgment of the dead. My under- 


standing was that the dead were 
judged as soon as they die. 
Every person who dies under- 


goes two judgments: the Particular 
Judgment that takes place immedia- 
tely after his death and the General 
Judgment that takes place at the end 
of the world. 

Immediately after his death every 
person is judged by Our Lord. If he 
has fully satistied for all the sins he 
has committed he will be sent to 
Heaven. A who dies in the 
state of grace without having fully 
atoned for the temporal punishment 
due to his forgiven sins will be sent 
to Purgatory. A person who dies in 
mortal sin will be sent to Hell. This 
is the Particular Judgment. 

At the end of the world, Christ 
in great power and majesty accom- 
panied by the angels, will come to 
earth through the clouds of heaven. 
The dead will rise again and assem- 
ble for judgment. This General Judg- 
ment will be a public repetition of the 
Particular Judgment. All men and all 
angels. both good and bad, will be 
present to hear the verdict on each 
one. Christ will say to the good people 
“Come. blessed of My Father, take 
possession of the Kingdom prepared 


person 
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for vou from the foundations of the 
world.” To He will say 
“Depart from n into 


the wicked 


ve accursed 


everlasting fire.” 
The General 
dicate God's 


Judgment will vin 
Providence in the 


gov- 
ernment of the world. It will also 
reveal God’s justice, wisdom and 
merey. It will give to the just the 


public honor due to them, and to 


the wicked the public shame that 
they deserve. 

It is to this General Judgment 
at the end of the world that the 


expression “He shall come to judge 
the living and the dead” in the 
Apostle’s Creed applies 
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APOSTASY...A good friend of mine 
was baptized a Catholic, received 
Holy Communion and remained a 
Catholic until she married. She was 
married outside of the Church by a 
Lutheran Minister and now she has 
joined the Baptists. Will she be saved? 


Your friend right now is in very 
sad shape. She has apostatized from 
the Church and is living in sin. 

If she were to die right now with- 
out repenting for what she has done, 
she would be in mortal sin and, con- 
sequently, could not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Her soul would 
be lost. 

However, so long as there is life 
there is hope, and so you should con- 
tinue to pray very hard for her that 
God will give her the grace to come 


to her senses. 
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PREDESTINATION ... Before we 
are born does God know whether 
we will go to heaven or to hell? 


Since God knows all things, past, 
present and future, He certainly 
knows before we are born whether 
we will go to heaven or to hell. 

However it must be remembered 
that God’s foreknowledge of what we 
are going to do does not in any way 
affect our freedom of choice. We are 
at all times free to choose the good 
which will lead us to Heaven or the 
evil which will lead us to Hell. 

In other words, nobody goes to 
Heaven because God foresees it: God 


fore sees 
heaven 


that a will go t 
because the person freely 
chooses to lead a good life. Conversely 
no one goes to Hell because God fore- 
that he is there; God 
foresees that he is going to Hell be- 
cause the freely 


lead 


person 


sees going 


person chooses to 


i wicked life. 
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IGNORANCE ...I have heard some 
Catholics say that the less you know 
about the different sins that can be 
committed the better off you are. 
In that way if you do something that 
is sinful and you do not know that it 
is a sin you will be free from guilt. 
What about this? 


Ignorance is the lack of knowledge. 
Yours is a question of what effect 
ignorance has upon the sinfulness of 
an act. 

Ignorance is divided into two 
species or kinds; invincible ignorance, 
and vincible ignorance. 

Invincible ignorance is that lack 
of knowledge which cannot be over- 
come because the involved 
lacks sufficient intelligence to under- 
stand, or because the normal diligence 
that he used in seeking the answer 
did not give him the information he 
wanted. 

Vincible 
knowledge 


person 


ignorance is lack of 
that is due to the fact 
that the person did not take adequate 
means to discover the answer. This is 
known as simple vincible ignorance. 

Vincible further di- 
vided into crass, or supine ignorance, 
and affected ignorance. 

Crass, or supine, ignorance is lack 
of knowledge due to the fact that 
the person used no diligence whatso- 
ever in seeking the answer. 

Affected ignorance is lack of know- 
ledge due to the fact that the person 
did not want to discover the answer. 

Invincible ignorance excuses from 
all guilt. Simple vincible ignorance 
as well as crass or supine ignorance 
can lessen the guilt. Affected 
ance increases the guilt. 

Now as for question. A 
Catholic who would deliberately re- 
that 
affecting ig- 


ignorance is 


ignor- 
your 


frain from seeking information 
he knew he needed is 
norance. He wants to be ignorant, 
and he desired to be ignorant in 
order to eliminate responsibility for 
his actions. Since his 
affected his guilt is increased. 


ignorance is 
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St. Francis 

Continued from page 22 

out his designs as a surprise for his 
little band and the villagers. 

On Christinas Eve accompanied by 
his brothers in Christ, and most of 
the villagers, bearing lighted torches 
in their hands, they made their wavy 
to the outskirts of the village and 
there in a rustic stable, thev found 
to their delight a living representation 
of the Christmas Crib. 

Now with their own eves, thev 
could see the poverty that surrounded 
the Birth of the Christ-Child. God 
knows thev were all wretched, poor 
but there in the hav, lav a child who 
was even poorer than thev. Thev had 
warm beds but the trough of the 
field animals was the cradle of Him 
who was to be their living Bread 

The night winds whistled down 
around them as thev shivered in the 
darkness and they had warm woolen 
capes around their shoulders, and 
wrappings on their feet. But He lav 
enfolded in swaddling clothes that 
barelv covered Him against the win- 
trv blasts. Their homes were sturdy 
and warmed bv wood fires, but His 
first home was open at the front to 
the inclement weather, and He only 
had the animal heat of the ox and 
ass to keep Him warm. 

They had so much to be thankful 
for and thev showed their gratitude 
bv filling the silence of the night 
with the jovous sound of their strong 
voices, as thev raised them to glorifv 
God for His wondrous gift to them. 
For in this Mite of a Babe, thev 
recognized one who was a Friend to 
them all, One Who would understand 
their povertv because He was so poor 
Himself. Thev had nothing material 
to give Him but thev gladly gave 
Him their Souls, and He in turn gave 
Himself to them. 

The biographer of St. Francis, 
Thomas de Celano, tells us that after 
the viewing of the Manger had taken 
place, Mass was sung at the foot of 
the Crib. St. Francis, dressed in the 
vestments of a deacon, sang the Gos- 
pel and afterwards preached a sermon 
emphasizing the humble beginnings 
of the Son of God, in a humble little 
town. St. Francis, in his humility, 
never became a priest because he 
felt that he was not good enough to 
be ordained, so he remained a deacon 
until the end of his life. 

St. Francis was a thirteenth cen- 
turv saint but he fits into the twen- 
tieth just as easilv, for he is at ail 
times a wonderful warm hearted saint 
to know and love. So evervtime vou 
look upon vour own Christmas Man- 
ger or visit one in church say a praver 
of thanksgiving to St. Francis for 
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bringing Christ out of the church into 
the tree grotto of Greccio and finally 
into our homes. Delight his heart by 
presenting a manger to some home or 
mission that doesn’t have one. He'll 
love vou for it and the Holy Family 
will enter more fully into your Christ- 
mas home. 

Christmas Lines 

Continued from page 13 

For instance, in Budapest, workers 
in state factories rebelled at working 
on previous Christmases and_retali- 
ated by staging “slow-downs.” The 
Hungarian regime, therefore, decided 
to return to the traditional practice 
of declaring Christmas an_ official 
holidav. Modification of the Kremlin- 
directed program has even included 
the word “Christmas” in Hungarian 
newspapers. In recent vears, the word 
was carefully avoided, and such 
phrases as “The Feast of Father Win- 
ter” or “Feast of the Fir Tree” were 
used instead. 

In Czechoslovakia, miniature cribs 
depicting Jesus in the manger were 
freelv available this Christmas for the 
first time since 1951. Only three vears 
ago, the Communists had_ boasted 
that “The Christmas crib, formerly 
the conventional attribute of Christ- 
mas day, is disappearing. Little Jesus 
in the stable was used to remind 
working people that it was the proper 
place for the poor....” This vear, 
however, Czech factories turned out 
enough cribs even for export, each 
one faithfully detailing all the bib- 
lical data. Also, traditional Christmas 
music was heard throughout Czecho- 
slovakia. The Communist regime did 
rule, to temper its compromises, that 
workers could not have the afternoon 
before Christmas off if their plants 
had not fulfilled production quotas. 

The Soviet State continues to spend 
millions of dollars vearly trying to 
jam Radio Free Europe Christmas 
broadcasts and its “decadent bour- 
geois nonsense.” There’s a good rea- 
son: not onlv that the Kremlin leaders 
have never been in harmonv with 
such world favorites as Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas,” or such classics 
as “Silent Night” and “Christmas 
Bells,” but thev are finding out that 
religious sermons and sweet music 
soothe the most savage anti-Christian 
propaganda thev ever devised. 

The new Soviet front does not 
tolerate religion any more than it 
used to; it is merely less belligerent 
in its approval. One has onlv to read 
carefully the subtle utterances of 
Communist Partv Chief, Nikita S. 
Khrushchev, in his decree of March 
1955, to realize that Communist aims 


ONE 
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have not changed—they have merely 
adopted nes Khrushchev, 
in his “liberalized” religious decree, 
ordered an end to ridicule of religion; 
that propaganda be based on a more 
“convincing scientific basis. Khrush- 
chev emphasized that the way to 
bring religious believers around to 


techai jues 


Communism was, not by discriminat- 
ing against them, but by educating 
them. 

That the people have not been 
“freed from religious error” is quite 
evident. In Moscow itself, although 
the Communist leaders officially de- 
cree the practice of atheism, manv of 
the manifestations of the Christmas 
spirit cannot be squelched. An_ ob- 
server of last year’s Soviet Christmas 
said: 

“One of the scenes that will alwavs 
stav in mv memorv occurred at the 
great Moscow Cathedral during the 
midnight Christmas service. . . . Easilv 
10,000 Moscovites were there, crushed 
so verv tight that it was like one 
slowly heaving bodv with different 
uplifted faces. ...The flames of thou- 
sands of candles all served to light 
up those Russian faces and to show 
the tears.... There were manv more 
thousands old people than voung, but 
I was surprised, in view of the Soviet 
government's bitter campaign to wipe 
out religion, to notice so many voung 
people. ... It is quite clear that the 
Russian church and the Soviet State 
have reached an uneasy compro- 
mise.” 





St. Fidelis 

Continued from page 11 

holy friar labored with great success. 
Then the enemy became alarmed and 
sought by some means to stop him; 
they then resolved to use any means 
—even death. They said that he was 
a political enemy, the tool of the 
Austrians who were planning to take 
over their country. 

And so the rumbling grew ever 
louder. As Fidelis led his men back 
into the city he was met with the 
cry: “Death to the Capuchins.” But 
he did not hesitate to fulfill his work 
of preaching in the face of open hos- 
tility. 

On January 6, 1622 Leopold V 
regained control of Rhetia and sent 
missionaries to win back the heretics 
to the Church. Fidelis sought to win 
over the civil leaders, for he knew 
that once they were converted the 
other people would follow. But he 
also realized his work might be 
viewed as part of Austrian imperial- 
ism. And so it was. One of his con- 
verts was murdered by the heretics; 
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Sr. ANTHONY AND CHrIstTMas. It is 


most fitting to speak of our saint in 
reference to the holy feast of Christ- 
mas. For St. Anthony had a deep 
love for the Son of God Incarnate, 
expressed in so beautiful and intimate 
a manner as the vision which was 
given him when he Held the Christ 
Child in his arms. And this is the 
characteristic pose of the saint in 
almost all the churches of the Catholic 
world. 

Well might men make their request 
to him at this time of the vear that 
he would intercede with Our Lord to 
bring down graces from heaven for 
a genuine appreciation of the holy 
feast of the Nativity of the Son of 
God. Humble souls need the Christ 
Child and so do proud souls. All men 
are needy before the crib of the 
Saviour. Only with some of the spirit 
of love and devotedness to the Infant 
Redeemer that Anthony possessed can 
people appreciate the my stery of the 
Incarnation. 

“Bevond all doubt Anthony was 
devoted to the Infancy of Jesus the 
Saviour with a special affection. A 
proof of this extraordinary love for 
the Divine Child is the belief which 
the painters and sculptors, especially 
of recent centuries, have popularized 
in their art, namely that while An- 
thony was one day in deep contem- 
plation in his cell, meditating on the 
mvsterv of the Incarnation, the Hol\ 
Infant appeared to him and came 
down from the bosom of His Mother 
into the arms of him who was ab- 
sorbed in prayer.” 


On THE NAME OF Jesus. “Sweet name, 
delightful name, name that comforts 
the sinner, name of blessed hope; a 
jubilation in the heart, sweet song in 
the ear; honey in the mouth. The 
Spouse of the Canticle of Canticles 
rejoices of this name: “Thy name is 
as oil poured out.’ Note that oil does 
five things: it floats over all liquids, 
it softens what is hard, it smoothes 
what is rough, it illumines what is 
dark and it satisfies the appetite. 
Thus the name of Jesus far surpasses 
the dignity of all men and angels, 
because in the Name of Jesus every 
creature bows its knee. When vou 
speak of it, hard hearts become 
softened; when vou invoke it, strong 
temptations are calmed; when you 
think of it vour heart is enlightened; 
when vou read it, your mind is sat- 
isfied. Notice, also, that this Name is 
not only called oil but there is added 
poured out. Where and when? From 
the Heart of the Father into heaven, 
into the world, and into purgatory. 
Into heaven for the jov of the angels, 
upon the earth for the consolation of 
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At St.Anthonv’s Feet 


sinners, and into purgatory for the 
liberation of captive souls....” St. 
Anthony. 


“THE KINGDOM OF Gop is within vou,” 
savs Jesus in the gospel (Lk. 17:21). 
The heart of St. Anthony was indeed 
a kingdom, and God was its sole ruler, 
God was the king of that realm. We 
need not marvel, therefore, that as the 
legend tells us, St. Anthony was per- 
mitted to embrace the Divine Child. 
The celebrated Abbot, Thomas of 
Vercelli, teacher of the 
Saint. testifies: “Anthony advanced so 
far in the love of God that we may 
well apply to him what the Holy 
Gospel savs of St. John the Baptist: 
he was a flaming, consuming fire of 
Divine love.” (From Meditations on 
Rule and Life of Friars Minor, 1, 509). 


one-time 


St. ANTHONY AND HOLY Purity. Our 
Lord Himself has said: “Blessed are 
the clean of heart for thev shall see 
God (Mt. 5:8). And in Wisdom (1:4) 
the Holy Ghost declares: “Wisdom 
does not enter into an unclean heart.” 
St. Anthony strove with all his might 
for purity of soul and body. Even as 
a bov he made the vow of perpetual 
chastitv to God. He rightly bears the 
lily in his hand, the svmbol of purity. 
He was trulv an angel in the flesh. 
The verv sight of him filled everv- 
body with love for this beautiful 
virtue. But Anthony also fervently 
safeguarded the splendid, precious 
treasure of virginal purity, which, as 
the apostle savs, we bear about in 
vessels of clav (Cor. 4:7). Continued 
restraint of the senses, untiring praver, 
and tender love of Jesus and Marv 
helped him surmount all dangers to 
holy purity. (ibid., 510.) 


Love or cop. “The true marks of 
love for God are—first, to be willing 
to do or to sacrifice anything whatever 
it may be, for the love of God: and 
secondly, to think frequently of Him 
with real joy, to speak of Him, or 
with Him in prayer; for ‘where thy 
treasure is there is thy heart also.’ 
“We find these true marks of love 
for God in St. Anthony. For love of 
God at the early age of 15, he bade 
farewell to his parents and all that 
high rank and worldly fortune offered 
him, and entered a monastery in 
order to make a complete sacrifice 
of his liberty and his will to God. Yet 
even this did not satisfy his ardent 
love. After he had entered the Fran- 
ciscans, his greatest desire was to be 





sent as a missionary to preach the 
gospel in Africa, where he hoped to 
lay down his life for the faith. After 
long and earnest entreaty, he obtained 
the desired permission. But God had 
decreed that he should be led by 
another way. He had barely set foot 
on the soil of Africa when he was 
seized with a severe illness, which 
left him so weak that there was noth- 
ing left for him to do but to return 
to Spain. Here again God’s provi- 
dence interposed; the ship in which 
he had embarked was within a few 
miles of Spain when a sudden wind 
drove it on the coast of Sicily. On 
landing as Messina he learned that 
St. Francis was holding a Chapter at 
Assisi, whither he repaired, despite 
his great weakness, in order to re- 
ceive the holy founder’s blessing. 

“The love of God, as we said, is 
manifested by the frequent thoughts 
of God; it was in this way that this 
virtue was particularly manifested in 
St. Anthony. There are probably few 
saints with so deep and tender a love 
for God, or who have been favoured 
with so many special proofs of God’s 
love in return. It is almost incredible 
the number of conversions wrought 
and the many souls brought back to 
the faith by St. Anthony, in a life of 
less than 36 years, and, despite weak 
health, rendered weaker by the prac- 
tice of severe austerities. Imitating 
the zeal of the Apostles, he went 
through all Italy, and his preaching, 
inflamed with divine love, drew all 
hearts and all minds to God, and was 
therefore blessed with the richest 
fruits. His efficacious love of God 
was rewarded by high graces of 
prayer, great lights and divine mani- 
festations on the part of God.” —St. 
Anthony’s Treasury. 
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St. Fidelis 


pinned to his body was a_ threat 
against Fidelis. Feeling was mount- 
ing high against him. 

On April 17, Fidelis preached at 
Seevis but was driven from the pul 
pit. On the following Sunday, the 
24th, the people again invited him 
to speak, but only because they 
wanted to take his life. As he as 
cended the pulpit he read the not 
before him: “Today you preach, but 
never again.” Undaunted by — the 
threat Fidelis began with the text 
from St. Paul: “One faith, one Lord 
one baptism,” and spoke on the unity 
of the Church. In a short time the 
mob created such a noise that it 
Was impossible to preach The y killed 
or injured the Austrian soldiers wh« 
were protecting him 

Fidelis fled from the Church but 
was caught in the cemetery Che 
mob demanded that he accept the 
teaching of Calvin. But Fidelis re 
plied calmly: “I came to oppose 
heresy, not to embrace it.” At once 
the muskets opened fire and is one 
struck him, the holy priest fell to his 
knees, crying: “Lord Jesus, have 
merey on me! Mother of God, help 
me!” Another shot ended his life and 
his noble soul went to receive the 
reward he so earnestly desired. Even 
in death the saint achieved work for 
unity for one of his persecutors re- 
nounced his heresy and embraced the 
faith. 

And so Fidelis died as he had 
prayed he would—a martyr. His body 
was taken to Feldkirch and buried 
in the church of his order, except for 
the head and left arm which wer 
placed in the cathedral of Coire. The 
cause of his beatification was intro- 
duced soon after death but was de 
layed by the bull of Pope Urban VIII 
which forbade any public cult for the 
first 50 years after death. More than 
a century later he was beatified, by 
Pope Benedict XIII in 1729, and was 
canonized in 1746 by Pope Benedict 
XIV. 

As all the saints. Fidelis of Sig- 
maringen was remarkable. Surely one 
of his attractive qualities was that 
single-minded simplicity with which 
he sought and loved Christ. He 
wanted to die for Christ—and so he 
did. His apostolate was brief, but 
most influential and inspiring. He is 
the first martyr of the Capuchin 
order, the first martyr of the Congre- 
gation of the Propaganda, the patron 
of those who labor under this pon- 
tifical congregation. And above all. 
Fidelis teaches men even today, that 
nothing is to be preferred to the love 
of Christ. t 
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EXERCISE IN APPRECIATION—If vou've 
ever wondered whether God reallv 
does provide for vou...or if vou 
sometimes subscribe to the theory 


that. in general, He provides for most 
people but that He leaves a few hardv 
like vou!) 
then I suggest this highlv-re- 
warding test for vou. Dig out 
old 


those 


ones to rustle for them- 
selve §s 
vour 
iccount books: or, if vou haven't 
simply sit down with a pencil 
and paper and do some calculating. 


Add up what vou have now; compare 


it with what vou had when vou 
started out—or even what vou had 
five or ten vears ago. Recall what 


vou once thought would be an en- 
viable standard of living; compare it 
with what vou have todav. Think of 
vour first job; vou were either sure 
vou knew evervthing, or else fearful 
never last out the first dav. 
Looking back on the errors vou made, 


vou'd 


the boners vou pulled, and how ap- 
pallinglv little vou really did know— 
ask Who guided vou to 
where vou are today! 

That isn’t all. Take a look at vour 
family. Did vou ever think, the dav 
the best man dragged vou, in a com- 


vourself 


pletely hypnotic condition, to the 
altar that a house would ever cost 
that much? Where in the world did 


vou ever get the money to pay for it, 
month after month? 

And those kids! Remember how 
appalled vou were when vour wife 
first told vou the price of a pair 
of pinking shears, how incredulous 
seemed her statistics on how many 
diapers a baby needs! You told vour- 
self; “Well, once I get the doctor 
paid and the hospital paid, and the 
first crib, highchair and playpen 
bought. it won't be so bad.” By that 
time, No. 2 was coming your way; 
and you wondered how guys with 
enormous families (three and four 
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kids) did it. So how did 
raise vour five or eight? Babv shoes 
don’t wear out—thev just get too small 
in three And you couldn't 
afford to drink too much milk at 20¢ 
a quart 
it bv the case for the kids 


There were nights vou rubbed vom 


evel vou 


months 


but on weekends vou bought 


eves over bills and said if something 
didn't happen prettv soon, vou were 
finished. Nothing happened except 
that the cost of living got higher. the 
kids ate more and school turned out 
to be more expensive than pinking 
shears and bassinets 

This kind of exercise can go on for 
a full 40-hour retreat. But if vou’re 
like most men I know, vou'll admit. 
at least to vourself, that no stupid ass 
like vou could have done it 
not even with the ingenuity of a good 
wife ... not unless God had smilingly 
directed vour footsteps every month 
of every vear. 


ever 


The biggest reward vou will have 
for the time yon spend thus is the 
realization that, from on in, 
making a living’s a pushover! (And 
God appreciates the grateful heart.) 


here 


TEST YOUR MATHEMATICAL 1.Q.—I'm 
not the world’s greatest believer in 
puzzlers and brain-teasers, and since 
this is the first time I've sprung it in 
this column, perhaps vou'll forgive 
me. On a sheet of 
square and mark it into nine parts 
(three lines vertically, three horizon- 


paper. draw a 


tally). In the nine small squares, ar- 
range the numbers one to 9, so that 
no matter how vou add them they 
will total 15. 

They tell me it is possible to solve 
this in 20 seconds, if you're a mathe- 
matical genius. Likewise in the verv 
high 1.Q. class is the man who solves 
it in 20 minutes. If you can’t do it in 
an hour, mathematics are not your 


answer is at the end 
of this column—but no peeking: if 
vou ever get one line right, the others 
are simple! 


special lhe 


CimistMAs MEDITATION—The simpk 
faith of 
thing. It 


Catholics is a remarkabk 
all the 
markable when vou begin to recog 
nize that the the 
world could th« 
depth of our religion and admit (as 
sO many that they 


grasp its depth 


becomes more re 


greatest brains in 


feast forever on 


have done ) have 
not even begun to 
and its mvsteries. The explanation 
is that they contem 
plating truth—which is why theolo 
gians tell vou that the supreme and 
incomparable reward of eternity is 
proximity to the Beatific Vision 
Christmas ranks next to Easter as 
the greatest feast in the Church, but 
onlv because Easter proved the hu 
manity Divinity of Christ. In 
without Christ 
might just have been another prophet 
social fake. But 
Christmas, considered in the light of 
Easter, is a 


of course, are 


and 


other words Easter 


worker, or even a 


sublime, heartwarming 
and blessed mystery. 

Here are a few of the thoughts that 
come to mind as I meditate on 
the mvsterv of the Word made flesh: 
(Eve) 
(Marv) 


my\ 


1. Through 
fell; through a woman 
must return to God; 

2. From the disobedience of man 
came death: through the obedience of 
God came life: 
the flesh of an 
apple (or some fruit) man fell; only 
through eating of the flesh of God 
can he rise again 


woman man 


he 


ar ‘ 
3. From innocent 


In the midst of presents, feasting 
and revelry by 
great recommend 
to vou some mental feasting on the 
mvysterv of Christmas. The riches of it 
will last long after the sparkling wine 


night through this 


festive season, | 


becomes only a hangover. 
Worp OF WARNING—As I write this, 
connection with 
the school question) have simmered 
down in Now I am fa 
removed from the Deep South and 
the Negro problem—far enough to be 
quite objective about it. It is a prob- 
lem, no doubt of that; and God Him- 
self knows what violence it may 


the “race riots” (in 


Tennessee. 


en- 
gender before it is solved. 

One thing, from our point of view, 
is certain: the line that Catholics 
must follow has been clearly laid 
down. We cannot, in justice nor con- 
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THAT ALL MAY BE ONE - (he Lamp - 27 








Mostly for Men 


Continued from page 27 


science, deny the Negro his God- 
given rights. 

Verv interesting, in this connection, 
was the material found in the posses- 
sion of one comrade, Hunter Pitts 
Odell, Communist regional director 
for the Southern States—material out- 
lining Communist plans to infiltrate 
Catholic organizations—and to create 
friction, on racial issues, between 
Catholic laity and hierarchy. 

The device is not new: Moscow 
has been trving it, without too much 
success, in everv Catholic country she 
has swallowed. However, it is an in- 
sidious lure that may trap the unwary, 
the unlearned and that certain type 
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of Catholic who already believes that 
while the hierarchy may know every- 
thing about heaven and hell and re- 
ligion in general, thev are illiterate 
on such topics as economics, politics 
and social justice. They are anything 
but! They mav be Democrats or 
Republicans or anything else when 
it comes to voting; but when it comes 
down to fundamental issues, thev 
know the score. Thev mav likewise 
be mistaken about the merits or 
demerits of an individual candidate 
for public office (that can happen to 
the best of us) but if that candidate 
tries to pull a fast one, he'll find he’s 
got a tiger by the tail. 

Should vou ever be in doubt as to 
whether or not vou should heed vour 
pastor on, let us sav, the Negro Ques- 
tion, let me tell vou this. I am Irish. 
For 400 vears the enemies of the 
Church tried their damnedest to kill 
the faith in Ireland. Sometimes the 
politicians and social leaders weak- 
ened—but never did the priests and 
bishops abandon their people. In 
spite of persecution every bit as 
vicious as Catholics in other countries 
are enduring todav, never once did 
the enemies of the Faith break the 
bond of love between the proud Irish 
peasantry and their clergy. 

So let it be with us—till the end 
of time. 


Mr. MOTT AND HIs MoToRS—In a 
little lighter vein (though whv it 
should be funny, I don’t know!) I 
read recently in the New Yorker 
Magazine that when the General 
Motors Corp. announced its recent 
stock split, share values shot up 14% 
points. Mr. Charles Mott, a director 
of GM, happens to own 800,000 
shares of GM stock. Thus the New 
Yorker calculates that, during a single 
five and a-half hour day, Mr. Mott 
made himself 11! million dollars. 


° ° ° 


Answer to that mathematical teaser: 


618 
788 
294 tT 





The Star of Bethlehem 
Continued from page 9 

The Danish astronomer Tvcho 
Brahe, who reported a new star in the 
constellation Cassiopeia in the vear of 
Kepler’s birth (1572), was likewise 
verv much interested in the Star of 
Rethlehem. His discovery of a new 
star set the wheels of his imagination 
whirring. He knew there had been 
two previous reports of the appear- 
ance of a similar star in about the 
same spot at intervals of 300 vears. 
Could not this periodically recurring 


ONE 


star have been the very one that ac- 
companied the Magi on their way? 

No need to discuss this fourth 
speculation at length. We have only 
to roll back the vears by 300’s from 
1572 and we come upon 72 A.D., a 
long distance by anv vardstick from 
the date of Our Lord’s Nativity. 

A fifth supposition held that the 
unidentified star may have been a 
nova. We are told that Tycho Brahe’s 
nova of 1572 was brilliant enough to 
be seen in broad davlight. Some 
novae increase a hundred thousand 
times in brilliance within a few hours 
and even dominate the entire firma- 
ment. 

Staggering! But a nova stays at its 
maximum glow only a few davs; then 
it gradually returns to its former state. 
Besides, if a nova had occurred at the 
time of the Nativitv or within the en- 
suing vears, we can bet our lucky 
stars the fact would have been regis- 
tered in Jewish or Roman records. 
Stars have attracted man’s attention 
from the earliest times. After their re- 
lease under Darius, the upper class 
of Jews went all out for astrology. 
And the Romans did not take a back 
seat either, where the stars were con- 
cerned. But neither Jewish nor Ro- 
man records indicate the recurrence 
of a nova during the reign of King 
Herod. 

Chinese star-students have come 
forth with a sixth idea. Thev will tell 
vou with a knowing nod that the Star 
of Bethlehem was just another comet. 
It’s in their archives, thev sav: All 
about a comet with flaming tail that 
appeared at the time of the birth of 
Christ. 

Comets used to be pretty dreadful 
things. Up to relatively modern times 
the appearance of a fiery comet was 
believed to forecast war, famine, 
plagues, even deaths in roval house- 
holds. It was only when Newton 
studied them scientifically and not 
superstitiously that comets lost their 
dire reputation. Then only did the 
average person begin to accept them 
as physical bodies subject to natural 
laws. 

Admirers of the Mexican martyr 
Miguel Pro, S.J., like to recall that 
when Hallev’s comet put in its dra- 
matic appearance in 1910, teen-ager 
Miguel got up at two a.m. and shooed 
his brothers and sisters out of the 
house to contemplate the beautv and 
wonder of it all. Like the God-con- 
scious vouth he was, the future martyr 
exclaimed: “Praised by my Father 
God, who makes such beautiful 
things.” 

Well, the tail of that “beautiful 
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by Nancy Westlake 





ONCE UPON A TIME... 


. PEOPLE books as 
Christmas presents! Incredible as this 
must seem, the custom is in danger of 
reviving. Whether this revival is due 
to a literarv renaissance or is simply 
the result of a popular 
whimsey, I don’t know. Perhaps peo- 
ple are reading more in the hope 
of successfully boning up on the 
$64,000 Question. Well, whatever the 
cause, book sales are going up... 
especially among the paperbacks .. . 
which incidentally, do offer more 
nowadavs than God’s Little Acre 
and Nana. ...the Iliad and the Odys- 
sey, for instance...Gone With the 
Wind, the Divine Comedy, St. Augus- 
tine’s Confessions. 

I think a book is the most personal, 
and, at the same time, the most versa- 
tile and proper gift one could wish 
to proffer. According to its subject, 
the richness of its cover, and the 
spirit of the few words one writes on 
the flvleaf by wav of remembrance, 
a book can become the inevitably 
right gift for Grandma, the plumber, 
small Georgie (age six), or the voung 
man who sits in the park. Asserts 
Emilv Dickenson, 

“There is no frigate like a book, 

To take us lands away...” 
and so this becomes the nicest present 
one can give to a shut-in or a stav-at- 
home. 

There are undoubtedly more titles 
to choose from on todav’s bookshelves 
than ever before. The only drawback 
is in trying to find a contemporary 
book in which the author doesn’t feel 
he has to put across a Message. Mes- 
sages are not the stuff of entertain- 
ment, usually ... for a Message is so 
seldom “tidings of comfort and joy.” 
Instead we find ourselves immersed 
in the sad plight of the Dustbowl 
farmers, or the intricately agonized 
affairs of an Existentialist, whose gen- 
eral theme and moan is that nothing 


gave away 


wave of 


See inside back cover for details 


exists except this life, and this life 
is hell. Hardly an enjoyable Christ- 
mas goodie. 

Another bad guy is one of those 
books in which the author has de- 
cided to put realism above every 
other consideration . . especially the 
consideration he owes the sensibilities 
of the squeamish reader. The char- 
acters in this sort of literature alwavs 
forget to close the door before they 
embark upon the most intimate and 
unsavory occupations; and we, per- 
force, must stand there, bug-eved and 
revolted. This, the author, is 
Life... and we ought to face up to 
it. But please...not at Christmas! 
(I suppose the prime example of this 
kind used to be The Grapes of Wrath 

.which is positively Victorian in 
reticence, compared with todav’s crop 
of “natural” novels.) It is with relief 
that one turns to Winnie-the-Pooh, 
who can alwavs be relied on to do the 
gentlemanly thing in all situations. 

Casting realism back in the trash- 


Savs 


can whence it came, there are some 
really wonderful books available for 
Christmas giving. The Peter Pauper 
Press edition of Mark Twain’s Cele- 
brated Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
County is covered (appropriately) in 
green, and illustrations just as 
lively as its subject ...a rare present 
for a voung boy with a sense of hu- 
mor and a love for Americana. The 
devotee of straaaaange stories can get 
his fill with Hawthorne’s Short Stories 
.a Vintage offering for only 95 cen- 
tavos. Another very strange story, 
with a message of a happy sort, is 
Brother Petroc’s Return, by S.M.C., 
under the Image label. For the in- 
tellectual in the family, try the collec- 
tion of Jacques Maritain’s lectures, 
Creative Intuition in Art and Poetry 
.a bright pink Meridian Book, 
published by the Noonday Press. 
Christmas is, of course, a most 


has 


appropriate time for giving gifts 
of spiritual value...and these are 
plentifully represented on the local 
book counters, if we cast a second 
look. Image, the Catholic-paperbac! 
branch of the Doubleday Company 
offers a generous selection . . . amon 
which one can find the ever-popula 
Introduction to the Devout Life o! 
St. Francis De Sales, as well as sev 


eral theological and philosophical 
works, and at least two excellent 
novels-with-a-moral A Watch in 
the Night, by Helen C. White... 


full of medieval pageantry and _ro- 
mance; and Mr. Blue, by Mvles Con- 
nolly, which I have plugged before 
and will plug again. Different, and 
wonderful. In the non-fiction section 
of the Books, will find 
Edmund Campion, a thrilling account 
of the Jesuit martvr, by Evelvn 


Waugh, and The Diary of a Hunted 


Image vou 


Priest 1 day-by-day journal re 
corded by one of the priests in hidin 
from the Elizabethan persecutions 


Cloak-and-dagger material for certai 

. and just the thing to give the arm 
chair adventurer. 

I can’t end this recommendation 
without including one of my 
favorite authors ... one whom I guar- 
antee will cheer vou up for Christmas. 
I refer to the controversial man with 
the keen sense of humor, J. F. Powers. 
His Prince of Darkness has long been 
out...a collection of stories about 
nuns, priests, and parochial characters, 
especially distinguished by the inclu- 
sion of Lions, Harts, Leaping Does, 
with its gentle treatment of death in 
a monastery, and The Valiant Woman, 
a not-so-gentle satire about poor 
Father Firman and his domineering 
housekeeper. Now Powers has offered 
collection, called, rightly 
enough, The Presence of Grace. It is. 
as Prince of Darkness was, a parochial 
potpourri, which will no doubt alien- 
ate a lot of pastors and ushers, and 
tickle a great many more. 

These titles I’ve listed hopefully are 
just a small fraction of the plenitude 
the bookstores have to offer... gifts 
surely as worthwhile as a Scrabble 
set, as colorful as an exotic necktie, 
as sparkling as a scatter pin... and 
possibly, even more lasting. The pub- 
lishers have gone all out this vear, 
to present us with an unparalleled 
selection. Maybe we ought to take 
advantage of the offer. 

P.S. If no one gives you a book, 
treat yourself! 

SOME LIKE IT DARK... 

... but I think a light fruitcake, of 
judicious age and sufficient alcoholic 
content is hard to beat. For instance, 
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Father Paul 
of Graymoor 


A masterful portrait of 
a sensitive and imaginative 


man whose integrity and 


faith stand preserved today 





RARE TODAY is a book 
like this .. 


the great tradition, rich 


.a biography in 


in character and_ incident; 
in thought and emotion. It 
tells the engrossing story of 
a strongly marked man, of 
his conflicts and the inter- 
twining of lives in the past 
half century. 

With him, you will live 
through the birth of Gray- 
moor, with its laughter and 
tears... you will finish his 
story with the regret that 
you too were not able to 
participate in the heroic 
struggle of Father Paul of 
Graymoor. 

Plastic bound $1.50, Cloth bound $4 


Postage paid to anywhere in the 
United States and Canada 


Send for your copy of this great book to 


FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, N. Y. 
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the following recipe, an olde West- 
lake favourite: 


Applesauce Fruitcake 


a light, spicy fruitcake ) 

3 cups sifted flour 

2 teaspoons baking soda 

> teaspoons cinnamon 

2 teaspoons cloves 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

Mix all these dry ingredients well in a 


large ineasuring cup, or bowl 
Now cream the following 
+ cup shortening (not oil 


2 eggs. beaten 


1 cup brown sugar, tightly packed 
down 

Add the flour mixture, alternately with 

2 cups thick appl Sauce 

to the sugar-and-cgg mixture. Beat 

well after each addition 
Now vou can add the fruits 
1 Ib. (large package) chopped citron 

& candied fruit mix 
2 cups chopp «l raisins 
| cup chopped dates 
| cup any chopped nuts ... walnuts 

seem the nuttiest 

Add 2 jiggers brandy, or 2 teaspoons 

brandy or rum flavoring (a poor 
second, T must say) 

Bake the cakes (it makes 3 small or 
2 large loaves) in a very slow oven.. 
about 325° F., or even less if the loaf 
shows signs of being done around the 
edges too soon. About an hour will suf- 
fice. Remove from oven and cool thor 
oughly. Remove gently from pan and 
place in a wrapper of aluminum foil . . 
waxed paper will cling and look messy 

then pour over the cakes another 
jigger of aforesaid liquor, and wrap 
tightly. 


These cakes are best eaten about 
three weeks after baking. Thev pack 
well and travel without mishap to the 
farthest corners of the fruit-cake-eat- 
ing world. A nice decoration can be 
impressed into the top while the cake 
is still warm...cut from a green 
citron holly-leaves, and intersperse 
them with maraschino hollvberries. 
Or (extravagant soul!) deck the cake 
with walnut halves. pecan meats, 
or blanched almonds. Merrv Christ- 


mas! T 





The Star of Bethlehem 
Continued from page 25 
thing” stretched out many millions of 
miles! Other comets before Halley’s 
could boast of a tail approximately 
one hundred million miles. somewhat 
longer than the distance from Old 
Man Sunshine himself to our little 
spinning sphere. That would have 
made a superb tabernacle lamp for 
the Little Son of God! 

But the comet theory seems to fall 
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apart at the seams. One comet did 
show up in 11 B.C. and again in 66 
A.D.. but no Jewish or Roman regis 
ter speaks of any around the vers of 
Christ's infanev and early childhood 
St. Matthew, who quotes the Magi’s 
“star, was a contemporary of Our 
Lord. If a comet had stood “over the 
place where the Child was,” the fon 
mer publican and tax-collector would 
undoubtedly have written so. His ver 
sion of the Gospel savs absolutely 
nothing in favor of a comet 

Seventh and last thesis: Could the 
Star of Bethlehem be a “shooting 
star?” “Shooting star” is the popular 
name given to the fierv passage of a 
meteor through the earth's atmos 
phere. On a very clear night we see 
meteors like points of fire darting 
across the skv in sudden brightness 
Sometimes thev leave behind them 
trails of light visible for several sec 
onds. How in the name of scientific 
data could a “shooting star” have pro 
longed its rapid flight across the sky 
for weeks and months—all the time it 
took the Wise Men to reach the cits 
of David? 

So much for the “shooting star” 
theorv. It seems no more receptable 
than the others which we has dis- 
sected and analvzed. We have no 
plausible reason to cling to it as a 
possible answer to the query: Which 
star of the untold millions in space 
directed the Magi on their journey? 
To make a long story short, the 
identitv of the Star of Bethlehem has 
never been verified. The case is. still 
open to discussion 

This is apparently one of the $64 
million questions whose answer we 
shall know only in eternitv. Then, at 
long last. the Omnipotent God may 
choose to satisfy om pardonable curi 
ositv. He who calls the stars so that 
thev give light in their watches and 
rejoice (Baruch 2, 34) may then re- 
veal to the blessed in His Kingdom 
the whole storv of the Star of Bethle- 
hem, which stumped so many master 
minds this side of eternity 

But this we know and_ believe— 
that for us Christians has arisen the 
brilliant Star of faith. bv whose radi- 
ance we can walk the highwavs and 
byvwavs of earth with the assurance 
that a place is waiting for us in 
heaven. 

As my Trappist friend puts it, we 
can look beyond the TV’s of earth 
and rejoice beforehand in the BV 
(Beatific Vision) which will be ours 
some day if we abide in God's love. 
The Star of faith will guide us un- 
erringly to heaven as once it led the 
Magi to the Child and Marv His 
Mother. t 
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LYNN ALEXANDER 


713 Hampden PL. Pacific Palisades, Calif, 


THE MAILBAG is 
this month 


overflowing again 


teens, so let’s get down 
to business. The first letter appropri- 
ately Father Sallas in 
India finest missionaries 
who gathers with us each month. It’s 
a good reminder during this blessed 
Christmas month to include a 


sionarv on our Christmas list. 


Dear Mrs. Lynn Alexander, 
| have so much to thank all of vou 
for. | do not know 
First lovely Christmas card 
and greetings. then three packets of 
Catholic magazines. Included 
some pocket size mystery books and 
I rushed through them. It is such a 
rest in the middle of hard work 
Thanks for the Almanac too. It went 
at once to a priest who was looking 
for some information I found in it. 
Thanks also for mentioning mv 
needs in “Teen Topics.” But I see I 
must be careful how I write. or my 
poor English will then be published! 
My appeal for used books has had 
a wonderfully generous _ response. 
Books are still coming by U.S. mail, 
and not all of them second hand or 
worn out. but manv in perfect state, 
many brand new too. I am sure that 
some just bought the books in order 
to send them to me. Many of them 
have gone to the college library, 
others to the high school libraries. 
They brought me no little suffering 
too; for I would have wished to read 
each and every one of them. Some 
were remarkably exciting. But I am 
keeping them in my mind and I will 
go through them, I hope, some day. 
Some of the “Teen Topics” friends 
keep writing to me quite regularly. 
Sometimes I am afraid I am going to 


comes trom 


one of our 


mis- 


where to begin. 
vour 


were 
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ruin the Mission with so much ex- 


pense of postage; but some have been 
very thoughtful and have seen to this 


too. Some Pen Pals I am going to 
lose, I am afraid, for thev have de- 
cided to join the Convent. But I am 


sure their pravers will help me much, 


and they are very much needed, for 


the work for souls is the work of 
Grace, which praver obtains from 
God for us. 

Thanks again to all of vou and 


receive a fervent blessing from vour 
missionary who remembers vou daily 
at the altar. 
Sincerely vours in Christ, 
Father Joseph Sallas 
St. Xavier’s High School 
Ahmedabad 1. India 


Such a wonderful missionarv. teens! 
I'm sure that he could use plenty 
more of those used Catholic books for 
his high school and college. How 
about dusting them off and sending 
them along? The postage to India 
when vou mark vour package “Printed 
Matter Onlv.” is verv low. In addition 
to the books and anv other used Cath- 
olic literature. Father Joseph would 
love to have a personal Christmas 
note! 

There is a note here on a grocerv 
slip. teens. wondering about grocery 
tax reductions? Golly, that’s one field 
in which T draw a blank. Sorrv, wish 
I could help! 


Dear Lynn, 
The othe 
from mv 


day I got THe Lamp 
school brother who is my 
former teacher. And out of curiosity, 
I had a look at it. But its interesting 
contents absorbed me immediatelv 
and I read it all. The contents are 
very interesting and easy to under- 


stand. I am = sincerely sorrv that | 
hadnt the good luck to read the 
previous issues. | must confess that 


I should consider myself very happy 
if I could get Tur 
issue 


LAMP in the next 
But unfortunately, | can’t afford 
the pleasure 


I shall be very much obliged if vou 


will print this letter in the “Teen 
Topics” in Tne Lamp magazine. As 
matter of fact, | am verv much it 
terested in Pen Pals. I assure vou that 


I will reply to all the letters | receiv: 
Betore further I 
would like to let vou know about my 
self 

I am a Chinese bov of sixteen vears 
My religion is Catholic 


yroceeding any 
I 4 


\t present I 


am a student of the St. Francis In 
stitution Malacca My hobbies are 
stamp collecting SWirnming eveling 


and friendly con 


5'6” 


rollers-skate 
respondence My 
weight 125 Tbs 

Well, I think | chattered 
enough. Again T sincerely hope that 
vou will do the favor I asked 
In conclusion I wish vou good he lth 
and luck 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Edwin Tan 
145 Tranquerah Road 
Malacca, Malava 


movie 
height Is and 


have 


have 


Peter sounds like a wonderful Pen 
Pal, doesn’t he, teens? It’s quite pos 
sible, that being so interesting, he 
may be swamped with correspond- 
ence. It would be a good idea when 
von write, teens, to ask him to find 
vou a Pen Pal among his friends in 
case he has too much mail. 

For all of the Pen Pal fans, there 
is a new list assembled each month 


If vou would like the current. list 
just drop me a note stating vom 
name, address, and age. Include 


25 cents for handling costs. I'll be 
glad to send the list right along to 
vou! 


Dear Lynn, 

It’s a great relief for me that vou 
can’t see the expression on mv face 
while I write this verv much delaved 
letter. Otherwise vou would see how 
I blush for shame on 
the fact that I didn’t 
promptly. I am really sorry, Lynn, 
and I beg vour forgiveness for that 
matter. 

Now to tell vou the things in gen- 
eral that happened here since I last 


account of 


answer vou 


wrote vou. From the beginning of 
the school vear till six films 
were already shown here in our little 
seminary, a thing which we rarely 
or not at all experienced in former 
vears. They were mostly American 
films. With our new projector, we 
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eee ete el RE ger 


EDUCATE a worthy boy 
for the Holy Priesthood! 


COOPERATE with a 
struggling missionary! 


PARTICIPATE 
in God’s holy work! 


You CAN satisfy the charity 
burning in your heart to do all 
of these things. Perhaps, in 
justice to yourself, you feel that 
you cannot do them right now. 


But by remembering the Gray- 


moor Friars in your will you 
can accomplish all this and 
share in the rewards promised 
by Christ. Keep alive the Chris- 
tian tradition of real charity by 
sharing something with Christ, 
Our Blessed Lord and Saviour 
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Teen Topics 

Continued from page 31 

have just to contact the film agents 
of Manila. 

The big affair of August month 
was the celebration of our Seminary 
Day, falling on the 22nd dav, feast 
of the Immaculate Heart. It was 
really a grand day. It opened with a 
solemn High Mass said in our Chapel 
while we, choir members, sang. In 
the course of the dav there were dif- 
ferent activities held. In the morning 
the champions of the Intramural 
games in Vollevball and Basketball 
matched in the championship games 
And it seemed Lady Luck was with 
us that time because we emerged 
champion in Basketball. And imagine 
what a thrill it was when I received 
the prize from Father Prefect. The 
wind, however, was blowing against 
our sails when we plaved Vollevball. 
The afternoon brought another set of 
games, the ones that were less tire- 
some, like apple-eating contest, hit- 
ting-the-pot, etc. The highlight of the 
day was the supper held outdoors 
where we enjoyed roasting frank- 
furters. There was still a movie after 
that. 

September came, on the 11th day 
of which we staged a five-act drama. 
It was about the triumph of the love 
of an orphan boy over the bitter 
hatred of the son of a certain Count 
Lisardo. The setting was the Count’s 
castle in Spain. It was quite success- 
fully presented with many of the 
prominent residents of the town at- 
tending. 

On Mission Sunday we had another 
Mission program and also some Mis- 
sion exhibits. Slides about the Indian 
Missions were also shown. 

Just finished our one week semes- 
tral vacation last Sunday and now 
we're back again to our books. A few 
months more and we will have our 
summer vacation. 

Till then, Lynn. I hope this is 
enough for now. Meet vou again on 
Christmas. Goodbve. 

Sincerely, 
Mardonio Honculada 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminarv 
Tagbilaran, Bohol, Philippines 


What an interesting glimpse into 
Mardonio’s life at the Seminarv! 

Wish we had time to include more 
letters from the mailbag but we'll 
have to save the rest of them for 
coming months. So, for this blessed 
month, teens, a heartv Merry Christ- 
mas to you all—and as always, God's 
best! t 
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Graymoor's 
perpetual programs 


Every minute of the 24 hours ir the day, every day in 

the week and every week during the year these 4 programs 
are in continuous operation ...and it is for these 
necessary works that we sorely need Sponsors. 

Many of our friends write and ask us: “What is your 
plan for Sponsors?” First of all you will share in a very 
special way in all of the Masses, prayers, and good works 
of all our priests, brothers and students. Missionaries all 
over the world say more than 3000 Masses every year for 
our benefactors. You will share in these Masses. You 

will share also in all of our Solemn Novenas at Christmas, 
Easter, St. Anthony's Day, the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Atonement, and your dead will be remembered in our 
November Masses. Your name will be kept at the foot of 
the Shrine of St. Anthony at Graymoor so that you will be 
remembered in our perpetual novena to St. Anthony. You 
will also be remembered in all of our Special Novenas in our 
various houses. Finally, | am arranging to have a special 
Mass soid every day for our Graymoor Sponsors. That is our 
plan. At your convenience write to me for complete details. 


Devotedly yours in Christ, 


2 ati 
se, lorugelus! Frain, of, a 


Superior General 


Very Rev. Father Angelus, S.A., Superior General 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y 


Please send me the complete details of your Sponsor program. 


Name 





Address 





City Zone State 
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Late «> 
THE ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS 


Ais Christmas approaches, we, the Friars of the Ai tonement, 
send vou, our good benefactors, blessings and the gift of our 
pravers, a8 Wwe ask our common Father in Kyeaven to give 
vou all the good things vour own heart desires. Sincerely do 
Wwe ask these blessings for vou, because vou are $0 Good and 
kind, sharing with us as vou do, what vou receive from the 
magnitude of God's bounteous gifts. 


Graumoor, Garrison, Acw Vork Superior General 





